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The President’s Message

Fellow Rotarians,
It saddens me greatly that we have lost yet another of our long standing and dedicated members.
Ted Newman was a lovely person and his presence at our meetings and social events will be
greatly missed.
On a more cheerful note, there are a couple of items which should be mentioned during the last
couple of months starting with the ‘Desert Island Discs’ evening organised by Edward Handley at
the 60+ Club in March. Although the evening was not all that well attended those who did turn
up had a very enjoyable evening of varied music and interesting recollections together with good
food and drink. I do hope that Edward will agree to stage this event again next year and that it
will be equally successful but better attended.

On Tuesday 21st May, Roger and myself accompanied by John Cheetham, attended a service at
Southwark Cathedral to celebrate 175 years of the Reedham Trust, a wonderful charity and a credit
to the people of Croydon. The service was particularly interesting as it was a combination of a
religious service but also a celebration of the achievements of the Reedham Trust over the last 175
years and of its dedicated founder
Also on Tuesday, Croydon Rotary Club held its annual Golf Day heavily supported as usual by the
excellent golfers from the Chinese community. The weather was excellent and I am sure that all
the golfers enjoyed the competition which was followed by an excellent dinner at Farliegh Golf Club
attended by a number of non-golfing members and some guests. My sincere thanks go to all those
who worked so hard to make the occasion a memorable one especially Richard and Sue Wragg
and the members and guests who attended the dinner.
Finally I hope that all those members and guests travelling to Ile de Re for the Eurostar visit will
have an enjoyable time and give a warm welcome to the new club on the circuit.

Loraine Davis – President
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Club Matters - General
CLUB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The Club’s Annual General meeting was held on Tuesday 19th March 2019. The minutes of the previous
year’s meeting were agreed and signed, there were no matters arising.
The Treasurer proposed raising the subscription to £150 next year, this would include the money
previously collected for The Masonic Hall staff at Christmas and for the President’s present at the end of
their term of office.
Membership Chair Richard Wragg reported that in an effort to increase membership, the Membership
Committee suggested starting a Satellite Club.
President Elect Chris Dighton expressed the hope that the members who had reported to Club Council
during the last year on various issues would continue to do so next year.
The chairs of the membership and Fund Raising committees, Richard Wragg and Christine Jones
respectively, were confirmed, as was the appointment of Oumesh Sauba as Examiner for the Club
Accounts. The President for next year, Chris Dighton and the Secretary, Barbara Harker, were elected as
the voting delegates for the District Council.

Barbara Harker – Club Secretary
CROYDON ROTARY CLUB DUTY ROTA MAY & JUNE 2019
DATE

REGALIA AND DOOR DUTY

WELCOME OF GUESTS

May 7th

NO MEETING - May Fayre – Bank Holiday

Richard Ford

May14th

Tony Man & Brian Street

Brian Cousins

May 21st

GOLF DAY- Meeting at Farliegh Golf Course

May 28th

Chris Jones & Brian Jones

Roger Davis

June 4th

Richard Wragg & Jim Spinks

Pat Painting

June 11th

NO MEETING – Eurostar event

June 18th

Peter Spalding & Graham Best

June 25th

HANDOVER DINNER

Graham Harker

If you are unable to be at lunch on 'your day' please could you swap with someone else and let me know

Barbara Harker – Club Secretary
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Club Matters – General (continued)
The May Fayre 2019
Once again, Croydon Rotary Club, shook out the bunting and provided two stalls for the Beddington May
Fayre, held as always on the May Day Bank Holiday next to Carew Manor Church. In their usual
generous fashion, members had donated suitable prizes for both the Tombola and Water and Wine stalls,
unfortunately, we were unable to get our previous prime spot – away from the loud speaker system – and
a distinct lack of customers throughout the day meant takings were down on the previous year. In true
Rotary fashion, however – Service Before Self – those Rotarians who were there at the end were
persuaded to donate money in return for prizes that remained on the tables.

Many hands make
light work!

Our total for the day was £410 -75 from the Tombola Stall and £129-50 from the Water and Wine Stall, a
grand total of £540-25.

As always, my thanks go out to all the members who contributed prizes but also to those who helped
‘man’ the stalls on the day and especially to Roger and Loraine Davis who collected the tables and brought
and erected the gazebos.

Barbara Harker
The Rotary Club of Croydon meets at The Croydon Masonic Halls, 73 Oakfield Road, Croydon, Surrey. CR0 2UX.
We meet on Tuesdays at 13:00.
The Club website is at www.croydonrotaryclub.org.uk or www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=869

Page -3- |

The Spokesman – Issue 49 – March & April 2019

Club Matters – Youth Opportunities
Rotary Young Leadership Awards (RYLA) course 2019
I attended the final session of the RYLA week in which 50 or more students, all sponsored by Rotary
clubs, reported on their experiences at the High Ashurst Centre near Dorking.
The course is conducted by the staff of the Surrey outdoor learning and development centre.
‘Our’ two students, both in the sixth form of Thomas More School, Kajathiri and Elijah, had clearly gained
in confidence. They reflected the very positive atmosphere of the week, which was summed up in the
words of one student: “we have been together for five days and now we feel just like a family”. They
arrive at the centre, mostly knowing no-one but they are helped quickly and effectively to bond with each
other through ice-breaking activities and through taking part in the week’s team activities in which they
are encouraged to help and support each other. In the final session, which seemed well rehearsed but
had received only the minimal planning, all the students took part in a happy, confident, enthusiastic and
spontaneous presentation: a testimony to the success of the course.
The students had been divided into 5 teams for the week, all involved in the same range of activities,
which included a 10-mile hike, rock climbing, building a kayak and canoeing, climbing ropes and
organizing a dinner for invited parents and Rotarians. They spent one night in tents, enjoyed a camp fire
and had to organize themselves for various domestic tasks.
In this final session, each team member spoke from the stage describing what they had done, and what
they had learnt. They stressed in particular that they had learnt to trust and support each other, to
cooperate, to overcome their fear of heights, and to give each other confidence. They had had
opportunities to take on organizing and leadership roles. The personal accounts were interspersed with
musical performances.
On July 9th, Kajathiri and Elijah together with Leanne Yost, the school’s deputy head, who was
instrumental in identifying the students and who came along to the celebration, will be guests of the club
when I hope the students will want to do a power point presentation and speak about their week.
This was my third RYLA week but in each year the atmosphere at the Centre has been heart-warming.
Next year, if we continue to support RYLA I should like to invite a Rotarian to join me at this final session.
If you feel interested, let me know.
RYLA makes an excellent contribution to the personal and social development of young people. It is an
example of Rotary making a difference and it has the potential to attract parents to join Rotary. It is very
good value for money.

Joe Trickey
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Club Matters – Community
The Rotary Club of Croydon's members will know from previous issues of the Spokesman that our
club has established a good working partnership with the Broadmead Primary School which is very
much appreciated by the School. The Spokesman has carried regular reports of the various joint
projects that Club has undertaken with the School. These projects have involved the active participation
of school pupils. They have included planting crocuses at the School and in the King George V
Recreation Ground to promote Rotary's international campaign to "End Polio Now" and planting young
saplings in the School's grounds to improve the local environment. Our Club President, Loraine, has
taken the lead in a project to provide new good quality dictionaries for us by the School's older pupils
and other ideas for joint projects are currently being discussed.
One possibility, if both the Rotary Club and the School agree, might be the improvement of a small
fenced off area within the School's grounds. Our Club could provide some new and interesting plants.
We also might wish to consider helping the School to establish two or three raised beds where the
pupils could plant some vegetables so that they would understand where food actually comes from (not
just from the supermarket in a plastic bag).

Peter Spalding – Community
Tree Planting at Broadmead Primary Academy
Another step in the development of the excellent and much valued community partnership between the
Rotary Club of Croydon and Broadmead Primary Academy was the planting of 120 young trees on
Monday, March 18, 2019.
The trees were donated by The Woodland Trust as part of their extensive mass planting to be
undertaken in a single season. During March 2019 over one million trees supplied by the Woodland
Trust will be planted throughout the UK.
The 120 saplings planted at Broadmead Primary Academy by its young pupils will be a part of that great
environmental project and proved to be more successful than expected following several delays and so
much bad weather.
The next day, Head Teacher Sarah Hunter, wrote “Thanks to all the Rotarians who came along to help,
it was SUCH a fantastic morning. The children thoroughly enjoyed it and it was a really valuable
experience for them. They have already asked this morning if they can go up and check on the trees
that they planted! We are looking forward to planning the next event.”
This builds on the crocus planting we carried out last year and, once again, the school will use this
project within the school curriculum so that pupils learn about the growth cycle of the trees and the
benefit they bring to the environment. The club looks forward to working with the Sarah, engaging in
many more joint projects demonstrating our commitment to working directly in the local community.
As mentioned, the trees were kindly donated by The Woodland Trust, the largest woodland
conservation charity in the United Kingdom concerned with the creation, protection, and restoration of
native woodland heritage. It has over 500,000 supporters and has planted over 41 million trees since
1972.
This exercise aligns with UN Sustainable Development Goal 15 - Life on Land. Protect, restore and
promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat desertification,
and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss.
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Patricia Painting
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Club Matters – Fundraising
Croydon Rotary Golf Day 21st May 2019
This year’s golf day will take place at Farleigh Golf Course on Tuesday 21st May. This is one of the
club’s most important fund raising events, and I hope members will support it as they have done in
previous years. If you are a golfer please play on the day, and if possible invite your friends and other
golfers you play with. Even if you do not play, you will probably know of family and friends who do. so
please bring our day to their attention and encourage them to participate. You can also support the day
by sponsoring a hole or donating a raffle prize. In previous years, many members who do not play golf
have attended the prize-giving dinner with their partners and friends and It would be good if this
happened again this year.
If you want further information about the golf day, please see the flyer in this edition of the Spokesman.
I look forward to seeing you on the 21st May

Richard Wragg
Fundraising this summer
Early summer in the Club’s calendar sees two important events in our fundraising efforts – the
Beddington May Fair and our Charity Golf Day. The May Fair was successful with our two stalls Tombola and Wine or Water raising a goodly sum. The Golf Day is much anticipated on Tuesday 21 st
March and I am sure will be a great success.
Both of these events are being reported on fully under separate headings in this bulletin. However, I
would like to take this opportunity of thanking the organisers of these events, and members who
volunteer to help, for their time and energy that contribute so much to the Club’s fundraising efforts.

Chris Jones
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Club Matters – Vocational Service
Vocational Working in Partnership
Early in 2019 eleven Club members worked with Thomas More School to provide interview
opportunities for 40 Year 13 students. The main aim was to provide the students with an opportunity to
experience a timed interview for entering the world of work or further or higher education. Club
members, working in pairs, acted as interviewers with the main objective being about process and
communication and not specialist knowledge or advice. Interviewers also provided feedback as did peer
observers accompanying the candidates.
It was a busy and enjoyable day and our members found the candidates most interesting and all very
focussed on their future aspirations. Club members felt that two key adjustments need to be considered
in the event of the day being repeated in the future. These were that the event should take place during
the School’s autumn term, in advance of university and college applications, and that it would be more
beneficial to work with year 12 students in advance of their applications.
I aim to meet with Leanne Yost from Thomas More School in the next few months to ascertain their
detailed feedback and work with her in bringing another event to fruition.
It proved a worthwhile activity and Club members involved must be given a resounding thanks for giving
so much time to the day.

Brian Jones

Unfortunately we do not have any photos of our Mock Interview activity but the above may give an idea
of what it might have looked like. This photo is from Wrexham Erdigg Rotary Club who have carried out
this activity in North Wales. They have produced supporting documentation and their model has been
used by other rotary clubs in the area as well as their link club in New York State, USA. It can be viewed
by using Google and putting in Wrexham Erdigg Rotary Club.
The Rotary Club of Croydon meets at The Croydon Masonic Halls, 73 Oakfield Road, Croydon, Surrey. CR0 2UX.
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Club Matters – Speakers Update
JANUARY 2019:
MARCH 2019:

Richard Ford on 5th March 2019 spoke about Life in japan,
the Convenient and the Less Convenient. With the help
of slides he spoke about innovations in Japan society which
make life better for the people such as electric mirrors to stop
steaming up. He spoke also about the tsunami which had a
devastating effect on the country.

APRIL 2019:

Bernard Adams on 2nd April spoke about National
Service which lasted from 1948 to 1963. He related his
experience of joining the RAF and the Airfield Construction
Unit to utilise the skills he had acquired prior to joining at
the age of 22. He was based in the Midlands (Staffordshire
&Warwickshire) and gained much from his two years
experience – 1954-56.

On 9th April 2019 Claire Palmer from Reedham Children’s
Trust spoke about the charity which was set up in 1844 to help
children who are growing up in families struggling with poverty,
illness, disability and abuse. In 2018 the Trust helped 78 children
of secondary age (49 girls and 29 boys) in 29 schools.
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Club Matters – Speakers Update (continued)
FEBRUARY 2019:
SPEAKER’S UPDATE:

On 16th April 2019 under the title Show & Tell three
members spoke for 5 minutes about something that was
important to them. The 3 members pictured left to right
are Chris Dighton. Christine Jones, David Milsted.
Chris showed a letter from the RNLA to his step
grandfather when he applied for the post of Inspector of
Lifeboats to which he was appointed.
Christine spoke about the wives of the fishermen in Hull
who campaigned against trawler owners because there
were no radios on the ships when 3 trawlers went missing
in 1968 with the loss of 58 lives.
David brought 3 items – a small microscope, a pair of
tweezers, a propelling pencil – and asked members to
say what they thought was his favourite. As a philatelist
the tweezers were identified as the favourite and the
most used.

Patricia Painting at the meeting on 30th April 2019 gave an
update about the Rotary Club of Croydon website and, in
particular, facilities available to members via the Members Only
page and links to the District and Rotary International websites.
She also reminded members of the content that is available to the
general public including past and future events.

Graham Harker
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Club Programme 2018-2019
JANUARY 2019
Mon 07.01.19

Deadline for copy of ‘The Spokesman’
(to be produced 15th January 2019)

Roger Davis

Tue 08.01.19
13.00

The Cathars
Christine Jones

Christine Jones

Tue 15.01.19
13.00

Mountaineering in a Good Cause
Georgi Bakalov

Nick Pieris

Tue 22.01.19
13.00

London Air Ambulance Update

Ian Wesson

Tue 29.01.19
09.00

Vocational Interviews – Thomas More School
Until 13.00 hours – No normal rotary meeting

Brian Jones

FEBRUARY 2019
Tue 05.02.19
13.00

Chinese New Year
Tai Tung Restaurant, Wing Yip Centre

Tony Man

Tue 12.02.19
11.00

COUNCIL MEETING

Loraine Davis

Tue 12.02.19
13.00

Business Meeting

Loraine Davis

Tue 19.02.19
13.00

The Deputy Mayor of Croydon
Humayun Kabir

Loraine Davis

Tue 26.02.19
13.00

Lifting the Lid on Moldova & Transnistria
Jim Spinks

Jim Spinks

MARCH 2019
Tue 05.03.19
13.00

Life in Japan, the convenient and the less convenient.
Richard Ford

Richard Ford

Mon 11.03.19

Deadline for copy of ‘The Spokesman’
(to be produced 19th March 2019)

Roger Davis

Tue 12.03.19
13.00

No Speaker

Mon 18.03.19

Tree Planting – Broadmead Primary Academy

Peter Spalding

Tue 19.03.19
13.00

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Loraine Davis

Thu 21.03.19
19.00

Desert Island Discs
Over 60’s Club

Edward Handley
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Club Programme 2018-2019 (Continued)
MARCH 2019 (continued)
Tue 26.03.19
Skills & Interests
13.00

Brian Jones

APRIL 2019
Tue 02.04.19
13.00

National Service
Bernard Adams

Bernard Adams

Sat 06.04.19
10.00

District Council Meeting
Reigate Baptist Church

Loraine Davis

Tue 09.04.19
13.00

Reedham Childen’s Trust
Claire Palmer

Graham Best

Sat 13.04.19
09.00

District Assembly/PEPS2
St Catherine’s School, Bramley

Chris Dighton

Tue 16.04.19
13.00

Show & Tell

Chris Jones

Sun 21.04.19

Easter Day

Tue 23.04.19

No meeting (Following Bank Holiday)

Tue 30.04.19
13.00

Website Update: New Look to Members’ Only Section
Patricia Painting

MAY 2019
Mon 06.05.19
11.00

Beddington Fayre

Tue 07.05.19

No meeting (Following Bank Holiday)

Fri 10.05.19

RIBI Rotary Showcase Conference, Nottingham
(to Su 12.05.19)

Mon 13.05.19

Deadline for copy of ‘The Spokesman’
(to be produced 21st May 2019)

Tue 14.05.19

No Speaker

Tue 21.05.19
11.00

Golf Day
Farleigh Golf Club

Richard Wragg

Tue 28.05.19
11.15

COUNCIL MEETING

Loraine Davis

Tue 28.05.19
13.00

Business Meeting

Loraine Davis

Patricia Painting

Roger Davis
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Club Programme 2018-2019 (Continued)
JUNE 2019
Sat 01.06.19

Rotary International Convention, Hamburg
(to 05.06.19)

Tue 04.06.19
13.00

No Speaker

Fri 07.06.19

EUROSTAR (Ile de Re)
(to 10.06.19)

Tue 11.06.19

No Meeting (Following Eurostar)

Tue 18.06.19
13.00

CLUB ASSEMBLY

Chris Dighton

Tue 25.06.19
19.00

Handover Meeting – The Chateau

Loraine Davis

Deadline for copy of ‘The Spokesman’
(to be produced 9th July 2019)

Roger Davis

Thu 11.07.19
19.15

District Council Meeting

Chris Dighton

NOTES:

Reflections on Eurostar 2019 – early in 2019/20 rotary year

GREY
YELLOW
GREEN
BLUE
PURPLE

TUESDAY ROTARY MEETINGS
SPEAKERS/MEETINGS ARRANGED
COUNCIL MEETINGS
YOUTH SERVICES
EUROSTAR
SPOKESMAN

JULY 2019
Mon 01.07.19

RED

Richard Crail

Graham Harker
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And finally, …….
Quasimodo, the bellringer of Notre Dame, put an ad in the papers for an assistant.
One man applied for the job but he had no arms.
"How are you going to assist me?" asked Quasimodo.
"That's easy!" replied the man and he ran at the bell and banged it with his head.
BONG!!!
"That's amazing!" said Quasimodo. "Could you show me that again?"
"Sure!" said the man and he ran at the bell again but he missed the swinging bell and fell out of the bell
tower.
A crowd huddled around the hapless man lying in the street and someone asked, "Does anyone know
who he is?"
Quasimodo came out and said, "I don't know his name, but his face sure rings a bell!"

That’s All Folks!!!
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