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Issue 37 – March & April 2017
Fellow Rotarians, I apologise for temporarily usurping the President’s deserved 1st place in the newsletter but I
thought that an editorial note would be in order.
As you will see from the above, I have decided to re-brand “The Croydon Chronicle” with a new name!
Brian Street reminded us during his recent, very interesting talk, about the first 10 years of Croydon Rotary Club
that the original newsletter of the Club, although relatively short lived, was in fact “The Spokesman.”
It occurred to me that such a link with our past was appropriate so I do hope that you all approve of the change.

Roger

Message from the President
One of my favourite films is the bitter-sweet comedy “The Best Exotic
Marigold Hotel”. The two Dames - Judy Dench and Maggie Smith - on
sparkling / coruscating form and strong back up from Bill Nighy and my
fellow flaneur Ronald Pickup. What’s not to like? But, for me, the star of
the show is Dev Patel as ‘Sonny Kapoor’ - the hotel’s enthusiastic but
incompetent manager with his glorious line “ It’ll be alright in the end and if
it isn’t alright it’s not the end”.
Oh, what a wonderful philosophy - suits Rotary and might have suited this
year’s Beddington Fayre - chucking it down with rain in the morning and
warm sunshine as the day wore on!
I’ve run most of my life by this little rule of thumb having discovered that, for
me, it started life much closer to home. From the lips of my fellow Scouser the late and great John Lennon! Of whom I said, hearing him with his new
and local group - The Beatles - In Liverpool’s Cavern Club ……
“ Naah, they won’t go anywhere”! ……..Not my finest hour.
So let’s finish with the original
“Everything will be okay in the end and, if it’s not okay it’s not the end”
Yes, what a line to end on! OK, ‘bye for now
Best wishes

John Cheetham
IMPORTANT - DATES FOR YOUR DIARY !!!
Don’t forget -- the Coffee morning and afternoon tea at Sue and Richard Wragg’s on
Friday 2nd June 2017. There is a flyer with full details at the end of this Newsletter.

Sue and Richard Wragg
Also don’t forget – The Croydon Rotary Golf day on Tuesday 16th May 2017
Once again there is a flyer with full details about this event at the end of this Newsletter

Richard Wragg
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Rotary International Great Britain and Ireland (RIBI) Conference:
This was held in Manchester from 7th to 9th April 2017 with over 1,500 delegates.
The RIBI President for 2016-17 rotary year is Eve Conway, a BBC producer and a member of
London Rotary Club. Eve established the Young Citizens Awards 10 years ago. The awards are
televised each year live on BBC News24 channel on the Saturday morning. As it was the 10 th
anniversary of the awards some former winners were invited back as part of the Conference.
A theme of the Conference was ‘End Polio Now’. An employee from Wilkins & Co., who have
donated 52,000 jars of jam, one for each Rotarian, spoke about the gift. When the jam is eaten
Rotarians are asked to put money into the jars. When it is sent to RF UK it will be tripled by the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, the money contributing to polio eradication.
Ade Adepitan is a television presenter who took part in the Great Britain Para-Olympics wheelchair
basketball team. He contacted polio at the age of 2. He told about his life as a polio sufferer and was
immensely inspiring.
It was a great conference with excellent speakers. Why not attend next year when it will be held in
Torquay.

Graham Harker
Assistant District Governor, Area 6, 2016-17

District 1145 Assembly 2017 & President Elect Preparation Seminar2 (PEPS2)
On 22nd April 2017 the District Assembly was held in the morning at Bramley near Guildford. The
event began with an hour presentation by the District Governor for 2017-18 rotary year James
Onions. All 400 participants to the Assembly attended this presentation.
Following coffee participants joined groups as follows:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Presidents Elect with the District Governor – Peter Spalding;
Secretary – Barbara Harker;
Foundation – Roger Davis;
Community Service – Loraine Davis;
Membership – John Cheetham;
Vocational Service – Oumesh Sauba;
Youth Services – Joe Trickey;
Public Relations – Patricia Painting;
Compliance – Brian Street.

Graham Harker as District 1145 Vocational Service Chairman gave the Vocational Service seminar.
The afternoon was for Presidents Elect to hear a brief presentation from each District chair followed
by a session with the Assistant District Governor for Area 6, John Brewer.

Graham Harker
Assistant District Governor, Area 6, 2016-17
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CROYDON ROTARY CLUB - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING:
On 21st March 2017 at the Annual General Meeting Peter Spalding, President Elect introduced those
members that will hold office in 2017-18 rotary year. This excludes the officers who were elected at
the Special General Meeting in December 2016.
The list is as follows:
• Community Service – Loraine Davis;
• Foundation – Stephen Kirkman;
• Compliance – Richard Ford;
• International Service – Christine Jones;
• Vocational Service – Oumesh Sauba;
• Membership – Richard Wragg;
• Communication – Graham Harker;
• Programme & Speakers – Graham Harker;
• Sports – Brian Street;
• Christmas Collection – Brian Street;
• Fund Raising - Richard Ford;
• Website – Pat Painting;
• Eurostar – Jim Spinks;
• Public Relations – Graham Harker;
• Kids Out – David Milsted
• Croydon Chronicle – Roger Davis.

Barbara Harker
Remembering 1916 - Life on the Western Front
The Exhibition at Whitgift School, South Croydon.
Club members and their families visited the Whitgift School exhibition "Remembering 1916 - Life on
the Western Front". This was a major exhibition telling the story of a pivotal year of the First World War,
through a unique series of personal stories set against the backdrop of Verdun, the Somme and the
broader Western and Home Fronts. The exhibition included more than 600 original objects, documents,
photographs and works of art, many of which are rare and have never previously been on public
display.
The Guided Tour for the Members and Guests of The Croydon Rotary Club on 23rd March was followed
by a splendid lunch at the Michelin Listed, Karnavar Restaurant in South Croydon. This was a
wonderful opportunity for enjoying great hospitality mixed with Rotary Fun, Friendship and Fellowship.
The picture below is of a wood carving (no paint at all) that is displayed at the restaurant.

Nick Peiris
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Website and Club Letterhead
Work on the new website will begin this month, with aim of having it up-and-running by the start of the
new Club Year.
A new club letterhead template, prepared in WORD
(RCoC_LETTERHEAD_TEMPLATE_created_April_2017),
is now available for any member who has a need to write on behalf of the Club.
When you receive a copy you will notice that it is three pages long. This is to demonstrate that as
each new page is added the relevant headers and footers will continue. To avoid printing
unnecessary pages, take out the page breaks until needed.
The address of the person sending a letter is included in the header. To change the details, double
click on the header and, when complete, press escape.
The font and size is set at Calibri 11pt but be changed to your choice (and reduced to 10pt to avoid a
second page).
To save the Letterhead as a WORD Template you need to take the following actions:
1. To save a file as a template, click File > Save As.
2. Double-click Computer or, in Office 2016 programs, double-click This PC.
3. Type a name for your template in the File name box.
4. For a basic template, click the template item in the Save as type list. In Word for example,
click Word Template.
If your document contains macros, click Word Macro-Enabled Template.
Office automatically goes to the Custom Office Templates folder.
5. Click Save.
6. To open the template, Click File > New which will open the template folder. Your document will
be under Personal.
7. When using the template, remember to SAVE AS your letter as a document in your chosen
folder.
...and for those using Pages on a Mac here are some instructions:
Save a document as a template
1. Choose File > Save as Template (from the File menu at the top of your screen).
2. Click an option:
o Add to Template Chooser: Type a name for the template, then press Return. Your
template appears in the My Templates category in the template chooser.
o Save: Type a name for the template, then choose where you want to save it.
If you save it to iCloud, the next time you open Pages on your iOS device, the template
appears as a downloadable file in the document manager.
Further guidance can be found here:
https://support.apple.com/kb/PH23653?locale=en_US&viewlocale=en_US
Or simply save the file as a document and copy/overwrite every time you need to use it - which
may not be that regularly.

Pat Painting
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Rotary Foundation Matters!
Yes. It really does matter. Foundation is Rotary’s charity. It is YOUR charity.
When you give to The Rotary Foundation, you support Rotary's work across the world and help ensure
our future.
In 1917, Rotary International President Arch C. Klumph proposed an endowment "for the purpose of
doing good in the world." His vision became The Rotary Foundation.
So help support Foundation’s Centennial.
As reported at our club meeting at the end of March I mentioned three ways in which you can support
Foundation’s “Purple4Polio” campaign to eradicate polio from the face of the earth. You have read that
we are so close to achieving this goal and everything you, your families and friends have done to
support End Polio Now in the past has brought this a step closer. The three projects I mentioned are
crocus corm planting, jars of jam and the bike ride.
This article gives more information on each of these:

Order your Crocus Corms for Autumn 2017
Orders
are
now
being
taken
for
the
2017 Purple4Polio crocus corm planting season
and with your support Foundation are aiming to see
10 million corms planted this year across Great
Britain & Ireland. There will only be one deadline for
orders this year which is 31st July. Late orders
cannot be accepted.
A board is being sent round at lunch meetings for
you to sign up.to participate.
A box of corms will cost us £95.00 containing 5,000
purple crocus corms.
We will be looking at ways we might plant a batch of corms at a central Croydon location as a club
project, attracting publicity, and club members can support the campaign by contributing towards the
cost and planting some at home. More on all of this will be announced when finalised.

Purple4Polio Jam
Jars of Purple4Polio jam have been kindly donated to each
Rotarian by Tiptree (Wilkin & Sons Ltd).
Enjoy your jam but please do not throw away the jar. Wash it out
and then begin saving your spare change, especially those soon
to be redundant old £1.00 coins, and when it is full bring it along
to the club.
For example, with 150 £1.00 coins fitting into each jar, £150.00
could become over £560.00 with Gift Aid and matched funding
from The Gates Foundation. Pretty good for an empty jar which
Rotary was initially given for free!
The filled jars should be returned to your Rotary club for donation
to ‘RFUK Polio Jam’ to be allocated to your club’s polio giving.
Confirmation about using Gift Aid for the initial donation is
pending from HMRC. It is essential that this is a voluntary
donation and we are not ‘selling’ the jam.
The money collected and returned in the empty jars can be Gift Aided, providing we have the
signed Gift Aid Declaration from the donor of the change. A copy of the Gift Aid Form is included with
this announcement.
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ON YOUR BIKE!

Now in its third year, Rotary Ride is back for Father’s Day weekend on 17th and 18th June 2017! As
part of the Rotary Foundation centennial celebrations and Rotary’s Purple4Polio campaign, this year’s
ride will be raising money for End Polio Now to help in the final push to finally eradicate polio from the
world.
Rotary Ride has already proved to be a great success and now is your chance to come together and
get on your bikes to help Rotary accomplish its biggest achievement.
The Rotary Ride is another way for clubs and districts to engage with their communities on a local level,
whilst boosting national coverage and recognition for our organisation.
There are three types of ride, which you can select to suit you and your club:
Fun ride - This is for all ages and abilities. This is an ideal way for amateurs, families and youngsters
to get involved through an event that is fun for all.
Enthusiasts - For the more established riders, give yourself a challenge by taking part in a long
distance or cross-country ride.
Static ride - You don’t have to cycle the length of breadth of the country to take part, in fact you don’t
even need to go anywhere. A static ride involves jumping on an exercise bike and is a great way to
work as part of a team by taking turns riding to a goal distance.
We want this year to be bigger and better, so to register your ride log on to rideentry.rotarygbi.org and
the login details are:
Username: club (the word “club” not your club name)
Password: 1liketocycle
You can also download your fundraising pack, full of top tips for hosting an event, promotional materials
and other information. Here’s the link.
http://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2016/12/ROTARY-RIDE-POLIO-FUNDRAISING-PACK.pdf

Stephen Kirkman
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Beddington Park May Fayre – 1st May 2017
April showers bring May flowers or in our case April drought brought heavy down pours! May 1 st was
a delight for gardeners but a worry for those of us trying to run stalls at the Beddington Fayre.
However, not to be put off by forecasts of biblical proportions, we laid out our wares and after a slow
start the sun shone and the customers arrived!
To our amazement and great delight our takings for the day superseded earlier expectations. Richard
and Anne Ford’s Water and Wine Stall raised £175.50 and the Tombola Stall £364.50, making a
grand total of £540!
The wonderful success of the day was undoubtedly down to the support of club members in both
supplying prizes and bottles of wine before hand – nearly 200 were donated for both the children and
adults sections – and for helping on the day. Putting up and taking down gazebos and tables in the
rain is not fun but our brilliant construction team of Roger and Loraine Davis, Steve Kirkman and
John and Margaret Dale did us proud.
Besides Richard’s many empty bottles one prize does remain from the Tombola Stall- ‘Five Go to
Brexit Island” – if anyone wants…………

Barbara Harker
Fundraising Committee
February’s fund raising activity was the Partners’ Lunch, on February 14 th – our contribution to the
World’s Greatest Meal. As well as enjoying waitress service and an excellent meal, we also had a
splendidly informative and entertaining talk on D.H. Lawrence from our own Chris Dighton. The
event raised £215, which with trebling from the Bill and Melinda Gates’ Foundation means that we
have raised £645 in support of End Polio Now, and takes our total for the year to around £3050.00.
Following on from our involvement on May Day at the Beddington May Fayre, where we manned our
usual two stalls -Tombola and Water or Wine – reported on elsewhere, our next major event is the
Golf Day on May 16th, to be held at the Selsdon Park Hotel. Do, please, encourage any golfers you
know to take part, and if you’re not a golfer yourself make a note of the date and come to the dinner
in the evening. We’re also looking for firms and businesses to sponsor a hole, so if you know any
suitable contacts, then either approach them yourselves, or let the President know who they are, so
he can approach them. And, of course, we always need prizes for the raffle.
Then, on June 2nd, Richard and Sue Wragg’ s Garden Party and Plant sale will be returning by
popular demand, with morning coffee and afternoon tea, and preserves to die for!
This year the President’s charity is the Croydon Drop-in Centre. If we’re to be really successful in
supporting our president, then it needs everyone to support these two events as fully as they can.
Your Fund Raising Committee, not to mention our colourful President, is relying on you to do so!

Richard Ford
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“VISIONING” - RCC –3 YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2017-2020
PROGRESS TO DATE:
•

A group consisting of Stephen Kirkman, Richard Wragg, Pat Painting, Oumesh Sauba
and Chris Jones agreed to formulate a 3 year plan for the Club. Referred to as
PG1 for purpose of the plan.

•

It is envisaged that the plan will be an enabling tool for driving the club forward.

•

Objectives were derived from issues and ideas initiated at the Visioning Day.

•

It is an ambitious plan but encompasses the drivers identified for the club to progress from that
day.

•

Objectives and actions were delineated as short term (by end 9/17), medium term (by end
6/18) and longer term/ongoing by end of life of development plan.

•

On 21/3/17 President Elect, Peter Spalding, announced those he hoped would lead on specific
projects and activities undertaken by the Club.

•

In the first instance these project leaders are suggested as lead champions for undertaking
specific objectives and actions in the plan. This is not an exclusive list and if there are club
members who especially wish to assist those leads this would prove helpful. Similarly leads
are able to invite members to assist them.

•

There are some aspects of the plan which need be considered and actioned in a broader
sense. It is suggested that the Presidents elect for the period of the plan engage in this with
members of the project plan (PG1) responsible for producing this plan. All of these members
have indicated a willingness to continue in working on such aspects.

•

Council members have considered this proposal and have provided helpful feedback and a
broad level of support to the proposed plan.

NEXT STEPS:
•

The proposed Strategic Development Plan will be circulated to all members for consideration.

•

Significant proposals for the workings of the Club will need to be referred to the wider Club
membership.

•

Club members will be kept informed of progress of the plan by regular updates (say quarterly)
through the Club's website pages and reports at business meetings.

•

It is hoped work can start immediately on the short term objectives outlined below in order to
capitalise on the impact of the visioning day. Some of these actions are previously agreed.

Continued …..
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Short term action outlined as follows, with leads/champions identified:
1. MEMBERSHIP – PROFILE, DEVELOPMENT,

RETENTION - & CLUB STRUCTURES

• Introduce flexible packages for membership eg. associate (RW)
• Develop a scheme plan for 'Buddying' new members (RW)
• Consider structure of council & future election of officers and their roles and publish on our website
for members to access (PG1 & Presidents)
• Ensure club's web presence, chronicle and social media are fully utilised for keeping members in
touch and up to date (PP, GH, RD, OS)
• Ensure diary of meetings, events and activities is maintained and c ouncil decisions are posted and
circulated all members (GH, BH, PP,)
2. COMMUNITY & VOCATIONAL SERVICES AND STANDING

•
•
•
•
•

Identify a geographical service area and map communities therein, prioritising needs (PG1, LD)
Use information to set positive recruitment targets (RW, LD)
Draw up a register of community/voluntary groups Club members already engaged with (LD, RW)
Audit and produce register of members' skills (OS)
Retain offer of support for President's annual charity at a local level (President)

3. MARKETING AND COMMUNICATIONS
• Identify a marketing and communications coordinator to pull all strands of activity together
(PG1,GH)

•
•
•
•

Determine a clear 'brand' for own club (PG1, GH)
Keep website presence regularly updated (PP)
Review and retain club Chronicle and look at widening circulation (RD)
Utilise social media more and members' specific interests and expertise (GH, OS)

4. FOUNDATION, INTERNATIONAL AND YOUTH

•
•
•
•

Continue support of Box charities and contributions to RI (CJ)
Continue involvement with Eurostar (JS)
Continue with annual talk from District Governor (SK)
Maintain feedback from District via website and links on website to District pages (SK)
• Continue and grow engagement activities with Croydon youth groups, organisations, schools and
colleges (JT, JC)
5. FUNDRAISING AND PROJECT(S) FUNDING

• Establish clear process for members to determine and agree projects to be funded (PG1, RF, CC)
• Ensure that funded projects include our Club and Rotary logos on their publicity website as
supporters of their work - conditional (CC, BH, LD)
• Members to receive regular feedback on funds raised and impact of President's charity (President)
• Identify Club's fundraising activities at start of each Presidential year and publish as a calendar with
individual responsibilities/leads (RF, GH, BS)
• Encourage members to actively participate in 'hands on' activities/support that can be costed as in
kind funding ( RF, LD, OS)

Christine Jones
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MARCH 2017:

On 7th March 2017 Stephen Williams as the speaker chose
for his topic “Growing Success”. Stephen outlined the
history of allotments before describing his own allotment in
Leatherhead and the pleasure he gets from it.

Brian Street was the speaker on 28th March 2017. Having
researched the topic in Croydon Library Brian spoke about
the “Early History of Croydon Rotary Club”. Brian
covered the first 10 years of the club from 1921-1931. It
was interesting to compare the club now and then and the
similarities which exist between the two.

APRIL 2017:

The speaker on 4th April 2017 was Brian Griffiths who
spoke about the Bromley Work Club which is run by the
churches in West Wickham. They meet in West Wickham
Library from 4-6pm each Monday. They supplement the
work of the Job Centre by offering personal advice to
unemployed people covering CV’s, job searches, job
applications, interview preparation and interview technique.

Christine Jones was the speaker on 25th April 2017 when she took
as her topic Henry Edward Jones. He is the grandfather of
Christine’s husband Brian. Henry was born in Wales, became a
gamekeeper in Norfolk. He joined the army at the beginning of the
First World War, firstly the Norfolk Regiment and then transferred to
the Border Regiment. He died at the battle of the Somme and his
name is found on the Thiepval Memorial. Christine and Brian were
lucky enough to get tickets for the 100th centenary celebrations in
2016 held at the memorial in the presence of Heads of State and
members of the Royal family. It was televised on the BBC.

Graham Harker (Assistant District Governor, Area 6, 2016-17)
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Club Programme 2017
(For the Rotary Year 2016-2017)
APRIL 2017
Tue 04.04.17
13.00

Bromley Work Club
Brian Griffiths

Fri 07.04.17

RIBI Conference, Manchester (to 9th April 2017)

Mon 10.04.17
17.00

Richard Ford

COUNCIL MEETING

Tue 11.04.17
11.00

Fund Raising Committee
Masonic Halls

Richard Ford

Tue 11.04.17
13.00

Business Meeting

John Cheetham

Sun 16.04.17

EASTER DAY

Tue 18.04.17

No meeting

Sat 22.04.17

District Assembly/PEPS2
(Bramley)

Tue 25.04.17
13.00

Henry Edward Jones
Christine Jones

Christine Jones

Thur 27.04.17
19.30

AREA 6 PRESIDENTS’ MEETING

Graham Harker
John Cheetham

Roger Davis

Mon 01.05.17

Deadline for copy for the Croydon Chronicle
(to be produced on 9th May 2017)
Beddington Fayre

Tue 02.05.17
13.00

Millionaire or Bust
David Reindorp

Chris Boulton

Tue 09.05.17
13.00

Job Talk
Oumesh Sauba

Tue 16.05.17
13.00

Golf Day
Selsdon Park Hotel

Richard Wragg

Tue 23.05.17
13.00

Jaguar & I
Michael Kennedy

Peter Kennedy

Thu 25.05.17

EUROSTAR – KOBLENZ, GERMANY
(to 28.05.17)

Tue 30.05.17
13.00

Informal Meeting

John Cheetham

Garden Party & Plant Sale

Richard Wragg

MAY 2017
Mon 01.05.17

JUNE 2017
Fri 02.06.17
10.00
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Mon 05.06.17
17.00

COUNCIL MEETING

John Cheetham

Tue 06.06.17
13.00

Business Meeting

John Cheetham

Sat 10.06.17

RI Convention, Atlanta USA (to Wed 14.06.17)

Tue 13.06.17
13.00

CLUB ASSEMBLY

Peter Spalding

Tue 20.06.17
13.00

Reflections on Eurostar

Stephen Kirkman

Thu 22.06.17
19.30

District Executive & Team Meeting

Graham Harker

Tue 27.06.17
19.00

Croydon RC Handover Meeting and Dinner
Addington Palace Golf Club

John Cheetham

Mon 03.07.17

Deadline for copy for the Croydon Chronicle
(to be produced on 11h July 2017)

Roger Davis

GREY
TUESDAY ROTARY MEETINGS
YELLOW
SPEAKERS/MEETINGS ARRANGED
GREEN
COUNCIL MEETINGS
BLUE
YOUTH SERVICES
PURPLE
EUROSTAR
RED
VISIONING
NB:1. District Council – Tuesday 4th July 2017, 19.30 hours
2. District Conference 6th October 2017 to 8th October 2017, Bournemouth.

And finally, …….just a couple of ‘quickies this time!
A very sad day today. After 7 years of medical training and hard work, a very good friend of mine has
been struck off after one minor indiscretion. He slept with one of his patients (they were good friends)
and can now no longer work in the profession he loves. What a waste of time, effort, training and
money.
A genuinely nice guy and a brilliant vet!
From a friend who is blonde:
Last year, I replaced all the windows in my house with those expensive, double-pane, energy-efficient
kind. Today, I got a call from the contractor who installed them. He complained that he had
completed the work a year ago and I still hadn't paid for them.
Hellooooo!!
Just because I'm blonde doesn't mean that I am automatically stupid.
So, I told him just what his fast-talking sales guy told me last year.
That these windows would pay for themselves in a year.
Hellooooo!!
It's been a year, so I told him they're paid for.
There was only silence at the other end of the line, so I finally hung up.
He never called back.
I bet he felt like an idiot!

That’s all Folks! ……!
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