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The President’s:
Message

As President of the Rotary Club of Croydon I'm well aware that many of our Club's members actively
participate in the valuable work undertaken by a wide range of voluntary organisations - and we all
know that Croydon's voluntary sector is the glue that holds our Town together. But as active
participants in local charities, trusts, clubs, residents' associations and many other socially beneficial
groups our Club's members will know how difficult it is in this current age of austerity to fund and
maintain the good work undertaken by Croydon's many volunteers.
It's not just the voluntary sector, however, that's struggling. Our local Council has lost at least 40% of
it's grant funding in less than a decade and as a consequence it's forced to make harsh and
unpopular decisions. A lack of essential finance has meant that many local public services have been
drastically cut or abandoned altogether. The policy being proposed by our Council for the future
management of our Town's much valued parks and open spaces is just one example of the impact of
unwelcome financial restrictions on the material fabric of our Town.
Croydon is currently blessed with more than 100 parks and open green spaces but because of the
lack of funding the Council is proposing that in the future it will only support 7 of what it describes as
"Strategic Parks". All of Croydon's other parks and green spaces will be left to local communities to
look after as best they can or not at all if they can't.
This is not good news - but as Rotarians, with all of the collective experience we have gathered over
the years, can we at least turn this one truly damaging and retrograde policy into something positive.
Can we consider as Rotarians how we might work with one or two local communities to assist them in
keeping their local park or green space open and available to the public. Parks and green spaces are
wonderful community assets and I believe that if our Rotary Club is seen to be proactive in supporting
them - even in a small way - we will greatly enhance Rotary's standing within our Town and
encourage more Croydonians to become actively involved in Rotary.

Peter Spalding - President
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Foundation - Update
You may think that the only thing that Foundation has been doing is planting crocuses and promoting
the film “Breathe”. Well, yes. That has been the focus of their attention over the last few weeks and
some of those matters have been reported elsewhere in this issue in our End Polio Now campaign
section.
But Foundation is about a lot more than the EPN campaign!
On 19th September we had a visit from David Cross, District 1145 Foundation Chairman and more
recently on 31 October a visit from Paul Hickson who gave a presentation on Polio in India and the
work he and his wife have done in helping vaccinate many of the children. He also updated us on the
reduction in the number of cases of polio. You can read more on our facebook page and also
elsewhere in this issue.
Club members have also been encouraged to consider making regular personal donations to
Foundation by becoming Sustaining Members.
You can find out more about Foundation and donations on their webpage here:
https://www.rotarygbi.org/about-us/rotary-foundation/

Stephen
Theatre Visit

Directed by National Theatre Artistic Director Rufus Norris and choreographed by Olivier Award
winner Javier de Frutos, the production has enjoyed two smash hit West End runs.
Will Young reprises his critically acclaimed performance of the Emcee. While Sally Bowles was
played by Louise Redknapp musician, TV presenter and 2016 Strictly Come Dancing runner up.
On 28th September 2017 a goodly group of Croydon Rotary Club members and their friends enjoyed
their visit to The New Wimbledon Theatre to see the show and the memorable performances given
by both of the above stars. This performance of Cabaret had show-stopping choreography dazzling
costumes and iconic songs and, as always a great evening was had by all.
Another massive success thanks to Bernard Adams usual great work. Thanks Bernard and please
keep up the good work as long as you can!

Loraine Davis
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Foundation - End Polio Now Campaign
I take this opportunity to thank everyone who has returned their jam jars full of money. If you have not yet done
so then please do so as soon as possible. Also to everyone who has purchased crocus bulbs and the Rotary
Christmas cards. All the money raised will go to the EPN campaign.
AT our club meeting on 31 October we held our World’s Greatest Meal event which was also a partners’ lunch.
The event was a great success and we raised a lot of money from donations but the highlight was the auction
of a cute teddy bear wearing a purple end polio jumper from which we raised a further £50.00.
On Thursday 2nd November from 10:00am members of the Rotary Club of Croydon, together with pupils from
Broadmead Primary School, planted thousands of crocus bulbs at the King George V fields in Sydenham
Road. We want to record our thanks to Edward Handley and the Eleanor Shorter Fund Trustees for granting
permission for us to plant the bulbs at this location. The Fund Trustees agreed to reimburse the purchase of
the trowels used for the planting so that we could donate them to the school for future use.
We will be erecting signage to record and acknowledge all parties involved the planting.
We also agreed to give 500 crocus bulbs, one for each pupil, for them to plant at their school. and, as an
ongoing school project, follow the life cycle of the bulbs and the wildlife that will be attracted to the crocuses as
they grow. The pupils will also learn about the history of polio and the work that Rotary has been doing to
eradicate it. The project will build a longer term relationship with the school where the club and members can
become involved in other projects in the future.
The Mayor of Croydon, Councillor Toni Letts, was in attendance and made a short speech. Other civic
dignitaries also came along to support this prestigious event that is part of many similar global events to raise
awareness of Rotary's End Polio Now campaign.
Since Rotary and its partners launched the Global Polio Eradication Initiative nearly 30 years ago, the
incidence of polio has plummeted by more than 99.9 percent, from about 350,000 cases a year to just 37
cases in 2016. To sustain this progress, and protect all children from polio, Rotary has committed to raising
US$50 million per year over the next three years in support of global polio eradication efforts. The Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation has matched Rotary’s commitment 2:1. Without full funding and political
commitment, this paralysing disease could return to previously polio-free countries, putting children
everywhere at risk.
Bill Gates has said that he is hopeful the disease will become the second disease after smallpox to disappear
for good. "Progress in fighting polio might be one of the world's best-kept secrets in global health," he
acknowledged in the foundation's 2017 annual letter. But soon, he hopes, it will be a secret no more. "If things
stay stable in the conflicted areas, humanity will see its last case of polio this year."
Rotarians say:
No child should have to suffer from this vaccine-preventable disease. Smallpox is the only human
disease ever eradicated. Let’s make polio the second.

Stephen
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Community Matters – Crocus Planting at Broadmead School
Croydon Rotary club helps pupils dig in to fight against polio
Parts of the following article were posted on November 3, 2017 by insidecroydon

Watched by Toni Letts, the Mayor of Croydon, pupils from Broadmead Primary School plant up crocus
bulbs in their local park. Pupils from Broadmead Primary planted crocus bulbs at the neighbouring
King George V playing fields in Gloucester Road, Croydon to help to raise awareness of The Rotary
Club of Croydon’s ‘End Polio Now’ campaign. Approx. 3,000 Crocus bulbs were provided by the
Rotary Club of Croydon for this activity.

The Mayor of Croydon, Councillor Toni Letts, came along to support and spoke at length with the
pupils. At the end of the planting session, the 20 trowels, purchased by the club for the occasion
and funded by the Eleanor Shorter Trust, were donated to the school together with a large number of
bulbs for them to plant and nurture within their own grounds.
Since Rotary and its partners launched the Global Polio Eradication Initiative nearly 30 years ago, the
incidence of polio has plummeted by more than 99.9 per cent, from about 350,000 cases a year to just
37 cases in 2016.
To sustain this progress, and protect all children from polio, Rotary has committed to raising US$50
million per year over the next three years in support of global polio eradication efforts. The Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation, the charitable fund founded by the Microsoft multi billionaire, has matched
Rotary’s commitment, and doubled it.
A spokesperson for the Croydon Rotary Club said, “Without full funding and political commitment, this
paralysing disease could return to previously polio-free countries, putting children everywhere at risk.”
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Some of the children of Broadmead School
making a great job of planting the Crocus bulbs

Sarah Hunter, the Broadmead head teacher,
with a Rotary teddy bear kitted out in an End
Polio Now jumper

Staff and pupils prepared the picture board shown above to celebrate the occasion of Rotary’s visit and the planting of
the Crocus bulbs
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Fundraising Committee
October saw our first main fundraising event of the year – The Annual Quiz Night

.
We had over a hundred quizzers, including four teams from other Rotary Clubs and a team from the
President’s charity – the Croydon Hearing Resource Centre - and a couple of independent teams.
However, I am most grateful to those fellow Rotarians from our club who put together teams.
Without your commitment it wouldn’t have been a success, and a success it was, raising over £1500
for CRHC.
That it was such a success is due in no small measure to the charm and skill of the quizmaster, Ben
Laundon, ably assisted by his wife Sophie. I’m also indebted to a number of fellow-Rotarians who
helped in other ways, including Richard Wragg, as well as Sue, who ran the raffle, which raised
nearly £400, Stephen Kirkman, who organised the food, Graham and Barbara Harker, who set up the
bar, run by David Milsted, and took responsibility for the prizes and gifts, and Pat Painting who
undertook the publicity for the event.
October also saw Bernard Adams’ first theatre visit of the year – to see an excellent production of
“Cabaret” in Wimbledon. These theatre trips, as well as being splendid social and cultural events,
also raise over the year significant funds for our charities. So thank you Bernard.
The next fund raising event will be the annual Christmas Street Collection, organised by Brian Street,
with assistance from Graham Best. We shall soon be circulating a board asking members to sign up
for one or more of the following dates: December 11, 13, 14, 18, 19 and 20.
Prior to the street collection we shall be participating in a new venture. Our quizmaster, Ben
Laundon, asked if we could supply a team to run a BBQ for the St Mary’s, Sanderstead, Christmas
Tree Festival on December 9th. This proved to be beyond our competence and resources, but we
have agreed to have Christmas Tree. This will give us an excellent opportunity to publicise what
Rotary does and to, hopefully, generate some interest in joining us. Pat Painting has already
designed some stunning “baubles” with which to decorate our tree. We shall soon be seeking
volunteers to decorate the tree on December 6th and to hand out leaflets on the 9th.
Finally, we are planning another initiative, a Race Night, on either March 9th or 16th – we hope soon to
be able to confirm the date. In the meantime, it would be really good if members could begin to think
about whom to invite to this event. We shall need a good number of non-Rotarians to make it a
success.

Richard Ford Chair - Fundraising Committee.
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Remembrance Sunday

Parts of the following article were posted on November 13, 2017 by insidecroydon.com

Remembrance Day, paying tribute to the sacrifices of military and service personnel in conflicts past
and present, were observed in Croydon on Sunday 12th November 2017, at the war memorial outside
the Town Hall and at Croydon Minster.
Conducted by the Rt Revd Jonathan Clark, the Bishop of Croydon, the annual Civic Service of
Remembrance was held at Croydon Minster at 11am, on Sunday November 12, in conjunction with
local branches of the Royal British Legion.
Following the service, there was a wreath-laying ceremony at the cenotaph in Katharine Street at
12.30pm, led by the Mayor of Croydon, Toni Letts. Representatives of military and public services,
and borough-based cadet and youth groups were in attendance.
Councillor Letts said: “This is a very important time of year as we reflect on the brave endeavours
and sacrifices of all our servicemen and women.
“This year has particular meaning as it marks the centenary of the Battle of Passchendaele, one of
the First World War’s most hard-fought and deadly encounters, resulting in more than half a million
casualties.
“While remembering those who gave their lives so that we might live, it is also an opportunity to think
of those service men and women who, together with their families, continue to make sacrifices today.
“I’m sure the people of Croydon will join me in paying due respect on Remembrance Sunday and I
invite all to attend the service and the wreath-laying ceremony.”

Presidents of Croydon Rotary Clubs about to lay
their wreaths at the Cenotaph in Katherine Street.
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SEPTEMBER & OCTOBER 2017:

On 5th September 2017 Christine Jones reported back on progress
in the Club since the Visioning Day which was held in February
2017. Christine outlined the targets set for the next 6 months as
Croydon Rotary Club implements the ideas which came out of the
Visioning experience.

Evelyn Findlater OBE is the CEO of Good Food Matters. She
spoke about The Good Food Matters Community Food Learning
Centre in New Addington, Croydon at the meeting held on 12th
September 2017.

David Cross is the Foundation Chairman of Rotary District 1145.
On 19th September 2017 he spoke about Rotary Foundation,
rotary’s own charity outlining the main aspects of the Foundation
including Polio Plus, Peace Centres, Foundation Grants, Global
Scholars and Vocational Training Teams.

The speaker on 26th September 2017 was Bernard Adams who
took as his topic “Memories of Arnhem”. He spoke about the
history of the Croydon-Arnhem link and his involvement between
the two town through tennis. Following the presentation a
discussion took place on the possible future link.
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Kate Pierpoint, CEO of Age UK Croydon spoke on 3rd October 2017
about the range of services available to Croydon residents from Age
UK Croydon. There are many services on offer to make the lives of
elderly people in the Borough better.

Patricia Painting, Barbara Harker & Graham Harker who
attended District 1145 Conference in Bournemouth from 6 to
8th October 2017 gave a report on the activities and speakers
at the Conference. The photo shows the happy 3 at the
Dinner- Dance held on the Saturday evening of the
Conference.

Orin Lewis, OBE, the speaker on 24th October 2017 is pictured with
Rotarian Richard Ford, ex-Headteacher of Archbishop Tenisons
School. He spoke about ACLT (African Caribbean Leukaemia
Trust) a cancer charity founded in 1996 by Orin and his wife
Beverley De-Gale, following the death of their son and leukaemia
sufferer Daniel De-Gale, a former pupil of Archbishop Tenisons.

At a lunch on 31st October 2017 Paul Hickson at a meeting
involving Rotarians and their guests spoke about his experiences
in India vaccinating children against polio. He updated everyone
on progress by rotary to End Polio Now. Donations were made to
‘The World’s Greatest Meal’ where any money raised is tripled by
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation to go towards End Polio
Now.

Graham Harker
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Rotary Club of Croydon - Programme 2017-2018
SEPTEMBER 2017
Tue 05.09.17 Report back
on the Development Plan
13.00
following Visioning

Christine Jones

Tue 12.09.17
13.00

Good Food Matters
Evelyn Findlater MBE

Patricia Painting

Tue 19.09.17
13.00

Rotary Foundation
David Cross, District 1145 Foundation Chairman

Stephen Kirkman

Tue 26.09.17
13.00

Memories of Arnhem
Bernard Adams

Bernard Adams

Thu 28.09.17
19.30

Theatre Visit – ‘Cabaret’
Wimbledon Theatre

Bernard Adams

OCTOBER 2017
Tue 03.10.17 Age UK Croydon
13,00
Kate Pierpoint (Chief Executive Officer)

Oumesh Sauba

Fri 06.10.17

District Conference, Bournemouth (to Su. 08.10.17)

Tue 10.10.17

No meeting (Quiz Night)

Fri 13.10.17
19.00

Quiz Night
Shirley High School

Peter Spalding

Tue 17.10.17
13.00

Feedback on District Conference
Conference Participants

Peter Spalding

Wed 18.10.17 District Executive/Team Meeting
19.00
Reigate Baptist Church

Graham Harker

Tue 24.10.17

World Polio Day 2017

Tue 24.10.17
13.00

ACLT Charity
Orin Lewis OBE

Barbara Harker

Tue 31.10.17
11.15

Fund Raising Committee Meeting

Richard Ford

Tue 31.10.17
13.00

Ending Polio Now (World’s Greatest Meal Event)
Paul Hickson

Graham Harker

NOVEMBER 2017
Thu 02.11.17 Crocus Bulb Planting
10.00
King George V Playing Fields, Sydenham Road
Sat 04.11.17
10.00

District Council Meeting
Reigate Baptist Church

Mon 06.11.17 Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced 14th November 2017)

Stephen Kirkman
Peter Spalding
Roger Davis
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Tue 07.11.17
13.00

Royal National Lifeboat Institution (RNLI)
Stephen Burl

Peter Spalding

Sun 12.11.17
11.00

Remembrance Sunday
Croydon Minster and Katharine Street

Peter Spalding

Tue 14.11.17
11.15

COUNCIL MEETING

Peter Spalding

Tue 14.11.17
13.00

Business Meeting

Peter Spalding

Thu 16.11.17
17.00

Youth Speaks Competitions
Royal Russell School

Joe Trickey

Sat 18.11.17
09.30

President Elect Preparation Seminar 1
Reigate Baptist Church

Loraine Davis

Tue 21.11.17
19.00

VOCATIONAL VISIT -

Mike Sneary

Tue 28.11.17
13.00

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
Sean Creighton

The Magic Circle

Peter Spalding

DECEMBER 2017
Tue 05.12.17 Special General Meeting
13.00

Peter Spalding

Sat 09.12.17

Richard Ford

Representation at St. Mary’s, Sanderstead, Christmas
Tree Festival

Mon 11.12.17 Christmas
18.00
Tue 12.12.17
13.00

Collection

Christmas Message
Rev Terry Drummond

Brian Street
Peter Spalding

Wed 13.12.17 Christmas
18.00

Collection

Brian Street

Thur 14.12.17 Christmas
18.00

Collection

Brian Street

Mon 18.12.17 Christmas
18.00

Collection

Brian Street

Christmas

Collection

Brian Street

Wed 20.12.17 Christmas
18.00

Collection

Brian Street

Tue 19.12.17
18.00
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JANUARY 2018
Mon 08.01.18 Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced 16th January 2018)
Tue 09.01.18
13.00

The John Gent Collection (Part 2)
John Hickson

Tue 16.01.18
13.00

The Mayor of Croydon
Councillor Toni Letts

Tue 23.01.18
11.15

Fund Raising Committee (or 30.01.18)

Tue 23.01.18
13.00
Tue 30.01.18
13.00

Roger Davis
Edward Handley
Peter Spalding
Richard Ford
David Milsted

Parkrun
Debra Bourne

FEBRUARY 2018
Tue 06.02.18 COUNCIL MEETING
11.15

Ian Wesson

Peter Spalding

Tue 06.02.18
13.00

Business Meeting

Peter Spalding

Tue 13.02.18
13.00

VOCATIONAL TALK - Prince Charles, Bombs & Barry
(Partner’s Lunch) - Barry Buttenshaw

Graham Harker

Tue 20.02.18
13.00
Fri 23.02.18

Christine Jones
Rotary Day

Tue 27.02.18
13.00
MARCH 2018
Thu 01.03.18
19.00

TBC

District Executive/Team Meeting
Reigate Baptist Church

Graham Harker

Mon 05.03.18 Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced 13th March 2018)

Roger Davis

Tue 06.03.18
13.00

Jim Spinks

Sat 10.03.18
10.00

District Council Meeting
Reigate Baptist Church

Tue 13.03.18

No Meeting (Race Night)

Fri 16.03.18
19.00

Race Night (TBC) (or 09.03.18)

Tue 20.03.18
13.00

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Tue 27.03.18
13.00

Peter Spalding

Peter Spalding
Brian Street
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APRIL 2018
Sun 01.04.18

EASTER DAY

Tue 03.04.18

No Meeting

Fri 06.04.18

RIBI Conference (to 08.04.18)
Torquay

Tue 10.04.18
13.00
Tue 17.04.18
13.00
Sat 21.04.18
09.00

Stephen Williams
Graham Best
District Assembly/PEPS2
St Catherine’s School, Bramley

Loraine Davis

Mon 23.04.18 Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced on 1st May 2018)

Roger Davis

Tue 24.04.18

Golf Day (TBC)

Richard Wragg

MAY 2018
Tue 01.05.18
11.15

COUNCIL MEETING

Peter Spalding

Business Meeting

Peter Spalding

Tue 01.05.18
13.00

Mon 07.05.18 Beddington Fayre (TBC) Bank Holiday
11.00
Tue 08.05.18

No meeting (Following Beddington Fayre/Before Eurostar)

Thu 10.05.18

EUROSTAR – SONDRIO (to 13.05.18)

Tue 15.05.18

No meeting (Following Eurostar)

Tue 22.05.18
13.00
Tue 29.05.18
13.00

Chris Dighton
5th Tuesday

Peter Spalding

JUNE 2018
Tue 05.06.18
Tue 12.06.18
13.00

Chris Boulton
CLUB ASSEMBLY

13.00

Loraine Davis

Tue 19.06.18
13.00

Stephen Kirkman

Thu 21.06.18
19.00

District Executive/Team Meeting
Reigate Baptist Church

Graham Harker

Tue 26.06.18
????

Handover Meeting

Peter Spalding

(TBC)
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Deadline for copy of The Spokesman
(to be produced 10 July 2018)
JGH Ref: Rot.Cal.Web.2017-18 - 06.11.2017
Mon 02.07.18

Roger Davis

GREY
TUESDAY ROTARY MEETINGS
YELLOW
SPEAKERS/MEETINGS ARRANGED
GREEN
COUNCIL MEETINGS
BLUE
YOUTH SERVICES
PURPLE
EUROSTAR
NOTES: 1. Thursday 12.07.18 District Council Meeting

And now for something completely different! …….
I thought you might enjoy (or not!), a view of ‘yours truly’ in a somewhat different role,
(assuming of course that you recognise me!)
For your information, the gentleman on my left in the red robes is Gregory Jones QC the
Alderman for my City Ward, Farringdon Without.
The picture was taken during the Lord Mayor’s show on Armistice Day.
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And finally, ……. Top

ZEN Teachings

1. Do not walk behind me, for I may not lead.
Do not walk ahead of me, for I may not follow.
Do not walk beside me for the path is narrow.
……………In fact, just piss off and leave me alone.
2.

Always remember you're unique. Just like everyone else.

3.

Never test the depth of the water with both feet.

4.

If you think nobody cares whether you're alive or dead, try missing a
couple of mortgage payments.

5.

Before you criticize someone, you should walk a mile in their shoes…….that
way, when you criticize them, you're a mile away and you have their shoes.

6.

If at first you don't succeed, skydiving is not for you.

7.

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day. Teach him how to fish, and he
will sit in a boat and drink beer all day.

8.

If you lend someone $20 and never see that person again, it was probably
well worth it.

9.

If you tell the truth, you don't have to remember anything.

10. Some days you are the dog, some days you are the tree.
11. Don't worry; it only seems kinky the first time.
12. Good judgment comes from bad experience ... And most of that comes from bad
judgment.
13. A closed mouth gathers no foot.
14. There are two excellent theories for arguing with women. Neither one works.
15. Generally speaking, you aren't learning much when your lips are moving.
16. Experience is something you don't get until just after you need it.
17. We are born naked, wet and hungry, and get slapped on our arse - then
things just keep getting worse.
18. Never under any circumstances take a sleeping pill and a laxative on the
same night.

That’s all Folks! ……!
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