MARCH IS ROTARY LITERACY MONTH

From the District Governor…
It will be no surprise to
Rotarians that November is the
month in the Rotary calendar
when
we
celebrate
the
achievements of our Rotary
Foundation, the charitable arm
of Rotary International, which
transforms our gifts into projects
that change lives both close to
home and around the world.
The Foundation taps into a
global network of Rotarians who
invest their time, money, and
expertise into our priorities such
as
eradicating
polio
and
promoting
peace.
Foundation grants empower Rotarians to approach
challenges such as poverty, illiteracy, malnutrition and
environment with sustainable solutions that leave a
lasting impact.
Equally important but not so well known is that
November is also a time when as Rotarians we celebrate
World Interact Week from 2 to 8 November.
So - what is Interact? Interact is a fun and lively
organisation offering young people aged 12-18 amazing
opportunities to broaden their horizons, make new
friends and help influence the lives of others. Interact
clubs are based in schools and colleges and require the
support of teachers, but this is no ordinary club, is an
exciting place where members decide how they would
like to help communities at home and abroad. It is the
place where ideas flourish and become meaningful
social action. Both RotaKids and Interact support
the #iwill campaign to create genuine opportunities for
young people to influence social change.
What does Interact offer young people? Every Interact
club is asked to carry out two service projects each year,
one which benefits their local community and one which
is international and can make a difference to people right
across the world. Service projects are a great way for
their members to build skills such as communication and
leadership, meet new people and develop an
understanding for the world we all share.
Clubs are run by the members, so they get to take part in
exciting, hands on projects around the topics and causes
that matter to them. These projects will also help the
group to connect with other young leaders and get their
school or college excited about the activities of their
Interact club. Interact is also a great way to enhance
their CV, which will be helpful when looking for jobs or
seeking further education.
Join the party and consider some of the following ideas
may help you and your Interact Clubs celebrate along
with nearly half a million Interact club members around
the world:
MEMBERSHIP MONDAY: Encourage your interact
Club to invite a potential new Interactors to their next
club meeting.
BIRTHDAY TUESDAY: Encourage your Interact Club
to share a photograph of a recent club project, their
Interact birthday celebration, or a club meeting.
AROUND THE WORLD WEDNESDAY: Does your
Interact Club have a twin club in another country? If not,
why not help your Interact Club connect to another
Interact club around the world.
www.rotary1030.org

THANKFUL THURSDAY: Encourage appreciation
and invite the Interact club/s that your Club has
sponsored to share with you their achievements and
future project ideas at one of your Club meetings.
FUNDRAISING FRIDAY: Work with your Interact
club and organise a fundraising event.
SERVICE SATURDAY: Plan a service project or
celebration with your Interact club and local Rotaract
club. Then, share your club’s project on the Interact
Facebook page.
KEEP THE CELEBRATION GOING ON SUNDAY,
AND FOR THE REST OF THE ROTARY YEAR!
Encourage your Interact Club to create a video for the
Interact Video Awards of your club’s best service
project. Don’t forget as a sponsoring Rotary Club you
can complete a certificate of recognition to highlight the
positive impact they are making. Plus they could be
well on your way to earning this year’s Presidential
Citation for Interact Clubs
One last thought, why not use World Interact Week as
an opportunity to reach out to any past members of
Interact, catch up on their achievement’s; who knows,
they may be interested in becoming members of
Rotaract!
Barbara Broadbelt
District Governor

Rotary International Presidential
Citation
I have just received notification of the clubs in our
District to achieve a Rotary International Presidential
citation for the last Rotary year. Considering the huge
difficulties we all faced in the last third of the year I
think this is a wonderful achievement. Well done to all
the clubs.
They are :
Alnwick
Barnard Castle
Blyth
Cleadon and District
Cleveland
Durham Elvet
Durham
Hexham
Satlburn by the Sea
Seaburn
Washington Forge
Again I appreciate how great an achievement this is,
considering the challenging circumstances we have all
faced in the last 6 months.
Jacqui Molyneux
IPDG

Deadline
The deadline for any article or information for
publication in the DECEMBER, 2020 edition of
The Bulletin, should be received by The Editor at
brianshaw6@sky.com
not
later
than
26
NOVEMBER. Your input would be greatly
appreciated.
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Greetings from District 4400, Ecuador!
It is our pleasure to invite you to attend our XV Rotary Project Fair to be held online on Friday 13 and Saturday 14
November, 2020.
As you may know, a project fair is a program which enables Clubs to find international partners for developing
humanitarian joint projects financed with Global Grants. During this two-day Rotarian encounter, Ecuadorian
clubs will exhibit online, their projects to visiting Rotarians who will learn about them, and if interested, reach
agreements for joint work and support.
Due to the worldwide spread of the COVID-19 pandemic, this is the first time that our fair will be held online. Our
visitors will meet our Clubs and see important projects of a wide variety and may establish new partnerships as well
as long lasting friendships.
District 4400 has a wide experience in Global Grants and the know-how to guide other Districts and Clubs in fulfilling
requirements and processing the necessary paperwork with the The Rotary Foundation in a very fast and effective
manner, so the projects can be started very quickly.
For registration or any further information, please just reply this mail. It will be received by the Chair of the XV
Project Fair District Committee, Amparo Albuja. You can also contact her at her personal email address
a.albuja.comunicacion@hotmail.com
Details on online connection will be provided upon registration to the fair.
We hope to count with your participation in the first online Project Fair in our District.
Yours in Rotary,
Femando Aguirre
District Governor, 2020-21
District 4440, Equador
Email: d4400gobernacion20.21@gmail.com

Rotary’s monumental contribution
recognised in parliament
Rotary's "monumental contribution" to global efforts to
eradicate polio was celebrated in the House of
Commons recently at Prime Minister's Questions.
Rotary members, volunteers and supporters around the
world have raised over $2 billion in the global fight to
eradicate the disease, which has helped to immunise
and protect over 2.5 billion children around the world.
The address was raised by Loughborough MP Jane
Hunt, pictured below, who recognised the contribution of
her local club, Loughborough Beacon Rotary, and clubs
around the world.
Prime Minster Boris Johnson described it as "a fine
example of the philanthropy and spirit of the British
people”.

2020
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Rotary Washington sponsorship
Elizabeth Mckinnons racing opportunities have been
very limited this season, but a tester event was held at
Milnthorpe, for the National Trophy.
A large field of best girl riders in the country took part. It
resulted in Elizabeth winning 4th place, in what could
only be described as biblical conditions.
Rotary Washington have, over the years, sponsored
local youngster who have progressed to become part of
the British Olympic Team. Elizabeth McKinnon is
hoping to reach these heights in her sport.
Neil Mconie
Rotary Washington

Elizabeth Mckinnons

2020
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Have you got a story for us? Email: brianshaw6@sky.com
Rotary Seaburn Christmas Cards
now on sale
Although our artist, Randle Oliver, sadly died in the
summer, we still have some of his best known
Christmas Cards for sale again this year.
A collage of those still available is attached above, or
individual pictures are to be seen on our website. In
present circumstances, our members are not able to
visit clubs, of course.
If secretaries are willing to collect orders for their club
and send them to us, then we will arrange delivery.
Alternatively, members can order individually
themselves, via our website www.seaburnrotary.co.uk.
Or telephone John Lipscombe on 0191 537 2145 or
Keith Higgin on 0191 536 0102. The cards still cost
only £5.00 for a pack of 10, with envelopes.

Competitors in deep concentration

r Gibson

Having a virtual Purple Breakfast!
A virtual Purple Breakfast marked World Polio Day on
24 October for Rotary Darlington members and friends.
Attendees included the Darlington MP and fellow
Rotarian, Peter Gibson, who joined in the spirit of the
event.
Everyone attending was asked to dress in purple and
even prepared their own purple breakfasts. It was
organised
by
Rotary
Darlington
International
Committee chair, Rotarian Jane Bradshaw, who had
also invited Bill and Melinda Gates from the Gates
Foundation, partners in eradicating polio with Rotary
International. Although they couldn't join the breakfast,
they sent greetings and best wishes.
During the awareness raising event, Jane showed a
short informative video and Darlington's Senior Vice
President Peter Phillips chose the 'purple-est'
participant - Rotarian Eric Ashwin-Kean - who won a
bottle of wine.
Sue Campbell,
Rotary Darlington

Erimus Links across the Boro
At a recent Rotary meeting, Rotary Middlesbrough
Erimus zoomed as has now become the norm, and
there was a significantly larger set of viewing
participants as both of the other Middlesbrough clubs
joined to take part. Each club reported on the modest
triumphs of socially distanced fundraising and the major
tribulations attached to the same endeavour going
forward. Plans for the celebration of our senior club’s
Centenary next year were outlined and will include a
tree planting exercise in ‘ Old Middlesbrough’.

Picture shows Issy 2nd row left delivering an inspiring
presentation

Much of the evening was taken up with a presentation
from Issy Sanderson a Rotarian from York who has
pioneered a life changing initiative for schoolgirls in
numerous overseas countries.
Yorkits are a sustainable and reusable female hygiene
pack which can be delivered to young girls who would
otherwise need to miss school regularly and suffer an
education deficit. The kits are sent to numerous
countries where they give their recipients much greater
control over their lives and as an unexpected side effect
have significantly reduced child abuse because those
young people are no longer regularly confined to their
homes where some became victims.
Issy described the kits which many local volunteers
make in their own homes from readily available
materials. Readers can obtain further details from
yorkits.org.uk or a message can be forwarded to
yorkitsrotaryainsty@gmail.com
Issy was thanked by Teresa Whittaker who has worked
with her on the project for some years
Geoffrey Taylor
Rotary Middlesbrough Erimus

GET IN TOUCH
This Bulletin is devoted to giving you the
opportunity to have your say. Whether you want to
advertise an event, praise or complain, suggest or
advise, add information or correct it, or just get
something off your chest, we’d love to hear from
you. Contact the Editor at brianshaw6@sky.com.

Also, if you, your friends or family want to know
more about Rotary, and how you can become
involved in all aspects of Rotary, contact our Public
Relations Officer, John McLoughlin at his email
address, at johnmc58@ntlworld.com.
www.rotary1030.org
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Have you got a story for us? Email: brianshaw6@sky.com
NOT THE GREAT NORTH RUN!
Rotary Hexham recently carried out their first fund
raising event after the lockdown, when Carol Malia from
BBC North East started their walk. It took place on Tyne
Green in Hexham and the first one away was the Mayor,
Bob Hull.
Twenty six Rotarians and friends helped by Tynedale
Hospice at Home volunteers took part, each walking one
mile and a bit and thus collectively achieving the
Marathon distance. Everyone was set off at one minute
intervals to ensure social distancing and had raised
money through sponsorship. The proceeds will be
shared - 90% to Tynedale Hospice and 10% to other
Rotary charities.

Rotary Washington goes purple
Worldwide Rotary's End Polio Now campaign was, this
month, supported by Primary School children of
Washington. St. Josephs and Wessington Primary
schools, by the planting purple crocus bulbs in the
Village of Washington, along with the help of
Washington in Bloom representatives and Rotary
Washington, who provided the bulbs.
The children's schools received End Polio Now Rotary
videos to explain why purple crocus bulbs were so
significant to the End Polio Now campaign; i.e. Purple
Pinky Finger being painted after receiving drops
against Polio. Also taking part are Little Onions, who
are a local group of children. They will be planting their
crocus bulbs in a local Care Home garden.
It just goes to show what can be achieved. Whilst
being in a Covid Bubble, Rotary Washington thanks go
to all who enabled this project to take place at this
difficult time.
Neil Mconie
Rotary Washington

Organisers
of
the
walk,
left
to
right,
John Dumbrell of Hexham Rotary; Alison Ross, Tynedale
Hospice; Carol Malia: Miles Middleton and Bob Hull.

Miles Middleton, President of the Rotary Club of Hexham,
said “It is a difficult time to be a President of a Rotary
Club as we cannot, of course, undertake many of our
fund raising activities so I thought a Marathon shared by
us all, suitably distanced from one another might be a
r Gibson way of getting members back together as well as a way of
raising money for a worthy cause. Why “Not the Great
North Run”? Well it isn’t , is it and the “The Great North
Walk” does not have the same ring to it”.

Carol Malia starts the first walker Councillor Bob Hull, Mayor
of Hexham. Watched by Miles Middleton, President Hexham

The sunny warm weather delighted the organisers and
the money raised so far is £1,597.06. Cathy Bates of
Tynedale Hospice at Home, who also took part in the
walk said “It’s a great idea and we are delighted that
Rotary is helping us”.
Further Information is available from Rotary Hexham
Prwesident Miles Middleton via his email address, which
is mile.m@me.com, or Rotary Hexham Secretary John
Dumbrell,
whose
email
address
is
dumbrelljl@btinternet.com

Above: crocus planting gets under way
Below; Job done.

John Dumbrell
Rotary Hexham

www.rotary1030.org
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Have you got a story for us? Email: brianshaw6@sky.com
Crocus planting in Middlesbrough,
and an Induction

T

en (socially distanced) Middlesbrough Erimus
Rotarians put spade to earth on Dixon's Bank,
close to the Southern Cross on Tuesday 20th
October and planted almost five thousand crocus
bulbs. When they bloom next Spring their purple flowers
will act as a reminder that, across the globe, Rotary
continues with the generous support of Bill and Melinda
Gates to work towards eradicating Polio from the world.
The goal is now tantalisingly close with the continent of
Africa declared free of the deadly crippling disease
earlier this year and only Pakistan and Afghanistan
remain in its grip.

Rotary Newcastle Gosforth sponsor
winning pupils.

R

otary Great Britain and Ireland have
now announced the winners of this
year’s
Young
Environmentalist
competition, and it includes a first
place for Cragside Primary School
in Gosforth.

The aim of the competition is to encourage participants
to explore and increase their awareness of issues the
world is facing and think about ways they can help to
overcome them.
Young Environmentalist is one of many competitions
where Rotary is involved in developing skills of the
future generation.
This year, first place in the Junior (7 to 10 year olds)
section was awarded to the pupils of Cragside Primary
School, sponsored by Rotary Newcastle Gosforth.
Pupils from Year four created ‘Climate Club’, and
started a campaign called ‘Ditch the car, it’s not far’,
encouraging people to walk or get public transport to
school. The campaign ran for a week and resulted in
less students arriving at school in a car than
previously.

Crocus planters, left to right: Barbara and fred
Hutchinson, Teresa and Dave Whittaker, Sue Gent

Later the same day at their Special General Meeting,
President Dave Whittaker inducted Dave Budd, formerly
elected Mayor of Middlesbrough, into membership of the
club. In accepting Dave expressed a willingness to
support the aims of 'Service above Self'' which both of
his promoters had said was one of his own defining
characteristics.

Dave Budd receives his online
Induction to membership

The club members were reminded that in the previous
Rotary year to July, despite Covid restrictions donations
to charitable causes had topped £20,000. Going forward
the challenge will be significant with the usual Santa's
float unable to bring Christmas cheer on its rounds. A
variety of alternative fund raising scheme are being
explored Watch this Space because a Virtual Erimus
Santa may yet come to a place near you!
Geoffrey Taylor
Rotary Middlesbrough Erimus

www.rotary1030.org

With the success of this campaign the ‘Climate Club’
rebranded as the ‘Eco-Club’ as year five joined them in
helping the environment.
They won a £150 grant and used the money to
purchase equipment to help litter pick in their area after
noticing a lot of rubbish. The next step for the club is to
expand, get other pupils and schools to help them in
order to make a bigger difference.
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Brian Winwood and an extraordinary
Model Railway

D

uring the restrictions associated with Covid19, Rotary Newton Aycliffe has continued to plan for
future events though many will not actually be able to proceed. One of these has been the 2020
Model Railway Exhibition, cancelled in March. Our small team of enthusiasts have continued to
develop their skills. This is the story of one of them, Rotarian Brian Winwood.

Christmas 2018 saw the birth of a new N Gauge
layout based loosely on Darlington Station and the
surrounding area. Brian told fellow enthusiast and
Rotarian John Burrows, ‘the name of this was to be
Dorlington, named after my great grandmother whose
family, the Dorlings were a Quaker family from
Darlington. Initially the layout was to be 1600mm x
900mm allowing it to fit underneath a single bed
when not in use. This quickly expanded and had to
be split into two pieces each 1600mm x 900mm
which can run independently or as one large layout.
The second part was designed to show the rural past
with a disused church and engine shed (complete
with discarded class 31) showing how the countryside
is being overrun with out of town shops and
businesses’.

Brian with his railway layout

Brian explained that CAD (Computer Aided Design) played a big part in the design of the layout as combining this
aspect with a 3D printer allowed reproduction of detailed sections of landscape and buildings that could be
incorporated adding to the realism. Shop fascias as well as landscape structures were accurately created for added
realism. 3D printing was incorporated in many aspects including the creation of bespoke carriages as well as the
construction of a replica 1959 underground train using a Kato 20m chassis.
A typical zoom
meeting

Brian went on to say, ‘my favourite 3D produced
items include Rocket which utilises a miniature
powered chassis in the first carriage allowing the
train to run on N Gauge and a monorail which was
built from scratch on an elevated track. (as seen in
one of the photos showing Rocket, the underground
and the monorail) In addition to the layout, the 3D
printing technology has been used to design and

produce retail kits in 00 gauge, such as a replica Scottish
station and a corrugated garage/shed. Both these items
when sold have been raising funds for Rotary as well as the
Highland Railway Society’.
Dorlington was due to be displayed at the Railway Exhibition
at Newton Aycliffe Youth Centre which was unfortunately
cancelled due to the pandemic. Concerns are growing for
the 2021 exhibition; therefore, a virtual exhibition is being
considered so that as many as possible can enjoy the event.
(Sadly, Don Walkers fantastic bacon butties and other
refreshments will not be available). For further information
email John Burrows (Chair of Railway Committee)
jandeburrows@gmail.com
Margaret Fenwick
Rotary Newton Aycliffe

www.rotary1030.org

Lisa hands out raffle prizes
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North East Rotarian awarded
British Empire Medal
The British Empire Medal was introduced by King George V
in 1917, to reward meritorious civil or military service worthy
of recognition by the crown. In her majesty's latest honours
list, north east Rotarian Rhona Dunn has been recognised
with this honour.
Rhona will be the first to agree that she couldn’t do all she
does without the help and support of her husband and
fellow Rotarian Jim, she may be small in stature but she
has a big heart and is a formidable force when she has a
purpose to fight for. This is a long overdue and very well
deserved award to a person who totally lives by the
Rotary motto of “ Service Before Self “

A Remembrance Poem

Rotary Morpeth are very proud of their Past President
and Paul Harris Fellow, Rhona Dunn, (pictured above),
for her award of a British Empire Medal for services to
the community. In Rhona’s case this began in her
teenage years when she helped in her local Boys
Brigade Company and still continues today. Rhona
remained involved in the Boys Brigade for many years,
helping to run the Morpeth Company with her husband
Jim who was Company Captain. She became an officer
trainer travelling all over the country and was the first
woman appointed to the national executive of the
Brigade, finishing as an Honorary Vice President.
During the floods in Morpeth in 2008, Rhona went to
volunteer her services to the Red Cross helping victims
of the flood, she ended up organising and running a
warehouse for donated household items to help those
affected by the flood, this continued for a year with
Rhona going above and beyond her role as always to
help those in need. She was awarded her Paul Harris
Fellow award for this and as a result became a Rotarian
and Morpeth’s first female member.
Her legacy to the town after being President was the
introduction of an annual Tree of Light at Christmas
which helps to raise funds for local charities. She
continues as fundraiser her last project was the Field of
Hope, a joint effort with the Town Council for a memorial
of crocuses, to the NHS and frontline workers during the
pandemic. Rhona is game to try almost anything to help
raise funds for worthy causes including, sleep-outs, bug
eating, going on zip wires and abseiling.

Rhona continues to work every day helping people, she
is Chair of Contact Morpeth Mental Health Group which
runs a day centre, which although it has been closed
during the pandemic she has continued behind the
scenes supporting the vulnerable members in many
different ways.
www.rotary1030.org

Don't speak to me of heroes until you've heard the tale Of
Britain's merchant seamen who sailed through storm and
gale, to keep these lifelines open in our nation's hour of
need, when a tyrant cast a shadow across our island
breed.
Captains, Greasers, Cabin Boys, Mates and Engineers,
heard the call of duty and cast aside their fears. They
stoked those hungry boilers and stood behind the wheel,
while Cooks and Stewards manned the guns on coffins
made of steel.
They moved in icy convoys from Scapa to Murmansk,
and crossed the Western Ocean never seeking thanks.
They sailed the South Atlantic where raiders lay in wait,
and kept the food lines open from Malta to the Cape.
Tracked by silent U-Boats, which hunted from below,
shelled by mighty cannons and fighters flying low.
They clung to burning lifeboats where the sea had turned
to flame, and watched their shipmates disappear to
everlasting fame. They never knew the honour of medals
on their chests, of marching bands and victory and glory
and the rest. The ocean is their resting place, their
tombstone is the wind, the seabird's cry their last
goodbye to family and friend.
Freighters, Troopships, Liners and Tankers by the score;
Fishing boats and Coasters, 2,000 ships and more. Flew
the Red Duster as they sank beneath the waves, and
took those courageous heroes to lonely ocean graves.
I speak not of a handful but 37,000 plus, some whose
names we'll never know in whom we placed our trust.
Their legacy is freedom to those who hold it dear. To
walk with clear horizons and never hide in fear. So when
you speak of heroes remember those at sea, from
Britain's Merchant Navy who died to keep us free.
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Rotary Youth Speaks Competition
2020/21

Limerick Tuesday at
Middlesbrough Erimus!!
Geoffrey Taylor
Rotary Middlesbrough Erimus

For the past two years, Barnard Castle and Darlington
Rotary Clubs have held a debating competition for
members of Interact Clubs. These have been hugely
successful with positive feedback from both competitors
and their schools.
Outcomes for young people taking part in such
competitions include increasing their critical thinking
skills; improving their ability to form balanced, informed
arguments; growing their confidence and self-esteem
and learning to be a team player. This is recognised by
educationalists, with many schools taking part in
competitions locally, regionally, and nationally.
I am now seeking support in promoting the Rotary Youth
Speaks Competition - which is aimed at young people
aged 11 to 17 years - to schools and youth
organisations throughout the NE. Can you help?
Do you have contacts with schools or youth
organisations who may be interested? Can you help in
any way in propagating details of the competition, and
its positive outcomes for participants? If so, please do
contact me and we can share ideas and explore the way
forward.
Activities
Further details of the competition can be found on-line
at:
https://www.rotarygbi.org/media/2020/06/2020-21Youth-Speaks-A-Debate-Information-Pack.pdf
Colin Dunnighan,
Rotary Barnard Castle.
email: colin.dunnighan@gmail.com

COVID-19 : Club activities and
projects during ‘Lockdown’
As the District COVID-19 Liaison Officer I am requesting
details of the activities and projects that clubs have
been involved in since the beginning of the 2020/21
Rotary year and also those that are planned for the
coming months.
Of particular interest is the subject of fundraising during
lockdown and how clubs are approaching this. Would all
clubs please complete the form which can be found
included in the District Notice dated Monday, 21
September with any relative information under each
category shown and I will share details of appropriate
activities, projects, and fundraising ideas to other clubs
in the District and to members of the District Team.
Please email completed forms to me
at phil.hopps@outlook.com

2020
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2020

At a recent Rotary Middlesbrough Erimus zoom
meeting, there was another fresh initiative as the club
continued to keep its members engaged and entwined
through lockdown. This was 'Limerick Tuesday' where
groups of six were sent to their 'Breakout Rooms' with a
pair of 'Limerick First Lines' and left for ten minutes to
compose then returning to recite their compositions to
the zoomed multitude.
A bunch of nervous writers very soon became slick
reciters. The teams worked together and the rhymes got
a tether and very soon all were in line; so good was the
crack that even the hack that had set out the contest
was kind.

The wooden spoon prize was quickly denied because all
of the verses were good. If you've got a need for an
evening to lead which will bring all your friends
alongside just try to create a poetry gate and then usher
those pals right inside.
You'll find as we did that its easy to put all the covid
conventions aside. We had lots of fun and if you'll
excuse the pun we shall let our Rotation reside, but we'll
pick up the run for some limerick fun on another
occasion beside

Christmas Activities
Is your club planning any Christmas activities
(practicing social distancing, of course), during
December? If so, why not let us know about your
plans on brianshaw6@sky.com, and we will feature
your club in the December edition of The Bulletin.
Alternatively, email us details of how the event went,
along with photographs if possible, and we will
feature it in the January, 2021 Bulletin.
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Youth Competitions Update
2020 – 2021 Supporting Club Youth
Coordinators
1. Most of the competition information packs have been
updated and are, along with all the other competition
information packs and consent forms, on the Rotary GBI
website for downloading. I intend to place these on the
District website for easier access and communication.
2. The closing date for the national final Young Writer,
Young Photographer, Young Artist, Young Filmmaker,
Young Environmentalist is Monday 29 March 2021. All
entries are to be received by that date. Entries for the
National final are to be submitted electronically, with the
exception of Young Artist and 3D models comprising part of
a Young Environmentalist entries.
The themes are:
Rotary Young Artist – Wild Nature
Rotary Young Photographer – Wild Nature
Rotary Young Film maker –Challenge
Rotary Young Writer – My Happiest Day
Rotary Young Environmentalist theme ‘Climate Change/
Carbon Reduction’ – The two are interlinked and those
entering may focus on one or the other or both
3. The closing date for Rotary Young Citizen Award is Friday
12 February 2021. All entries are to be submitted
electronically by that date. Details of how to submit
electronically are included in the information pack.
4. The ‘face to face’ competitions – Young Chef, Young
Musician and Youth Speaks – A Debate, will not conclude
with a National final in 2021. The dates for the regional
finals, will be decided by the individual regions, but may be
anytime up to 30 June 2021. Look out for District support on
these. Youth Speaks has a new coordinator .
5. Lists of District competition coordinators will be published
on Rotary North East website.
6. Youth competition guidelines have been simplified and
updated. They are intended to be reasonably generic. These
will be on the Rotary North East website.
Don't hesitate to contact me if you would like any support/
information at all: lynneackland@aol.com
Lynne Ackland
District Youth Chair

www.rotary1030.org

Dates for your Diaries
District & RIBI
►Remembrance Sunday, 8th November 2020.
►Club Secretaries, Monday 10 November 2020,
5 30, by Zoom
►District Council, Wednesday 11 November
2020, 6 45, by Zoom
►Burns Night, Monday 25 January 2021
►Chinese New Year, Friday 12 February 2021
►District Council, Monday 15 February 2021,
Venue to be advised
►Rotary Day, Sunday 23 February 2021.
►Mothers Day, Sunday 14 March 2021
►British Summer Time Begins, clocks go
forward, Sunday 28 March 2021
►Easter Monday, Bank Holiday 5th April 2021
►District Council, Tuesday 11 May 2021, Venue
to be advised.
►Early May Bank Holiday, Monday 3rd May 2021
►Late May Bank Holiday, Monday 31st May 2021
►Fathers Day, Sunday 20th June 2021
►Armed Forces Day, Saturday 26th June 2021
►Late Summer Bank Holiday, Monday 30th
August 2021.
Merchant Navy Day, Friday 3rd September 2021
►Rotary Ride ~ One week end in September
2021
►District Conference 2021, the Dalmahoy Hotel
and Country Club, Edinburgh, 22nd to 24th
October.
►British Summer Time Ends, clocks go back,
Sunday 31 October 2021
►Remembrance Sunday, 14th November 2021.
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World Polio Day - Saturday, 24 October
Bishop Auckland Rotarians
complete walk for Polio

Polio eradication – an unfinished
success story

ill Robson, Past President of Rotary Bishop
Auckland, has completed the walk from Witton
Park to the River Tees at Stockton along the
original track bed of the Stockton and Darlington
Railway. He was accompanied by fellow Rotarian and
Past President, Tony Sanderson and John Raw a
member of the Friends of Stockton and Darlington
Railway .

In the midst of a Covid-19 pandemic, it is easy to forget
that there are many other, often much more serious
diseases that can cause harm and death across the
world, particularly in poorer countries. Eradication of
these diseases faces tremendous challenges and as yet
only one – smallpox - is no longer with us. But polio,
which mainly affects children under five, could become
the second, thanks to the efforts of Rotary International
and its thousands of individual Clubs and members.
Rotarians have spent millions of volunteer hours
fundraising, setting up clinics, supervising vaccination
teams and organising campaigns in remote locations.

B

Bill was doing the walk as a fund raising effort for the
“End Polio Now” appeal, highlighted by World Polio
Day, which has been a focus for Rotary International in
partnership with the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation
for several years. Bill hopes to collect £500 in
sponsorship which the Gates Foundation will match
with twice that amount. The latest milestone achieved
has been that Africa has been declared Wild Polio free
this year.

When Rotary and its partners, including the WHO and
national governments, launched the Global Polio
Eradication Initiative more than three decades ago, polio
paralyzed 1,000 children every day. Vaccination has
changed that. Polio cases have dropped by over 99.9
percent, from 350,000 in 125 countries in 1988 to 85
cases of wild poliovirus in 2020 in just two countries:
Afghanistan and Pakistan. 2020 has been a significant
year in that it has at last seen Africa declared free of
wild polio, after Nigeria has not had a case for four
years.
Total funds raised by Rotary since the worldwide
vaccination campaign began have reached more than
$2.1 billion. In recent years, the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation has pledged to match Rotary donations 2-to
-1, tripling the amount raised.

The photograph shows St. John's railway crossing at
Stockton, which is the site of the first piece of track to be
laid 195 years ago, the building is where the first ticket
was sold. Left to right Tony Sanderson, John Raw, Peter
Bainbridge, Alan Townsend.

John Raw acted as an enthusiastic and knowledgeable
guide throughout the walk, which has been supported
by Peter Bainbridge of the FSDR (Friends of the
Stockton and Darlington Railway), and many of their
members. From Witton Park, West Auckland,
Brusselton, Shildon, Aycliffe, Heighington, Darlington,
Middleton St. George and on to Stockton the route
shows a wide range of memorabilia from stone sleeper
blocks and culverts to magnificent buildings. 2025 is
the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Stockton
and Darlington Railway, and preparations are being
made to have access to walking and cycling along the
length of the route.

2020

2020

So impressed were Rotarians Tony Sanderson and Bill
Robson, that they have decided to become members of
The Friends of the Stockton and Darlington Railway.
Bill Robson
Rotary Bishop Auckland

www.rotary1030.org

Crocuses on Low Green, Great Ayton planted by pupils
from Marwood Infant School

Rotary Guisborough and Great Ayton has been an
enthusiastic supporter of the Rotary International
campaign for more than 25 years. The advent of World
Polio Day on Saturday 24 October has prompted the
Club to look back at what its contribution has been. The
Club has donated a total of almost £12,500 from its
charity fund to help end one of the world’s most
devastating diseases. Over the years, several events
have been organised to raise funds and promote
awareness, including the planting of crocuses by local
school children under the initiative “Purple for Polio”.
Covid19 has made the challenge of eradicating polio
even more difficult but the worldwide vaccination
infrastructure that has been established for polio could
prove invaluable if and when a vaccine for Covid-19
becomes available.
Dennis Claridge
Rotary Guisborough and Great Ayton
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Syd Howarth Community Service Award
Winner 2020
Margaret Fenwick
Rotary Newton Aycliffe

Rotary Newton Aycliffe were delighted to learn that this year, one of our own
walked away with the Syd Howarth Community Service Award and we are
indeed extremely proud of the recipient whose work goes mostly under the
radar.

T

he Howarth family were once again
overwhelmed with
the response for
nominations for this year’s award and had
several excellent submissions for individuals
working in the local community. The family
deliberated over who should win the award this year
and after looking through the nominations a decision
was made.
Newton News Editor, Paul Howarth, under the guise of
being invited as a guest speaker, attended Rotary
Newton Aycliffe’s weekly meeting with the rest of the
members, via Zoom. After a short presentation to the
members, the award was announced to the surprise of
the recipient, Geoff Batchelor.

Geoff has been Rotary Welfare Officer for a number
of years and over that time has liaised and built up a
rapport with many local agencies in and around
Newton Aycliffe. He has many mutual connections
and they know and trust that he will assist a family or
a good cause in need of help. Geoff is contacted by
foodbanks, social services, health visitors, family
charities and individuals in complete confidence and
these organisations understand that talking to Geoff
will get results, but due to the nature of the donations
and the recipients, the outcome is largely unknown to
the general public.
“I am proud to be the first individual to receive this
award, especially with the very close connection with
Syd”, said Geoff.
The Howarth’s recognised this work and believed it
was time to reward the excellent community work that
Geoff achieves on a regular basis - helping clients
without ever meeting them.

t work

Past District Governor,
Syd Howarth, MBE

Geoff Batchelor, upon receiving his award
www.rotary1030.org
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‘Raise for Rotary’
your new tool for doing good in the world
Stephanie Adonaitis, manager of donor engagement for The Rotary Foundation

I

n my position at Rotary International, I have seen
the importance of strengthening our Rotary
Foundation. Funds we raise support grants that
allow Rotary members to take action to solve
complex issues in their communities and around
the world.

give Danny extra incentive to keep going. I was able to
help teach my son about the importance of contributing
and making a difference, and he also learned to ride his
bike, (below).

I’m excited to share about a new online tool, Raise for
Rotary, that will give individuals another powerful
means to raise the funds necessary to support our
Foundation. I have been one of the first to use Raise for
Rotary, and in just a month, my online fundraising page
raised $590 for PolioPlus. This may not seem like a
large amount, but every contribution to the Polio
Fund gets us closer to our goal to raise $50 million per
year to end polio, with every dollar matched 2:1 by the
Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
It’s easy to use – even on your cell phone – and a fun
way to create a personalised virtual fundraiser to share
with your friends and family, and gain support for your
favourite Rotary cause. You can set up a fundraiser for
any occasion, such as a birthday, anniversary, or to
mark an important event like World Polio Day. Or you
can take on an individual challenge to raise funds, such
as a 30-mile bike ride, or fundraise as part of a team of
people raising money for the same cause.
I used Raise for Rotary to create a fundraiser with my
four year-old son, Danny. Our fundraiser was Learning
to Ride so we can help end polio, and with the support
of our family members, friends and Rotarians – all
giving what they could – we surpassed our goal. Danny
and I took daily rides and posted photos of his progress
as incentive for family and friends to contribute and to

2020

www.rotary1030.org

2020

I’m excited to see first-hand how Raise for Rotary can
empower us all to keep doing good in the world. If 200
people raised $500 each, that’s $100,000 that will
support Rotary Foundation causes, including the World
Fund, Polio Fund, Disaster Response Fund, and
Rotary’s areas of focus.
I have been involved in grant projects that have served
my community. It’s rewarding to be part of the
development team introducing Rotary’s very own peerto-peer fundraising tool. With Raise for Rotary, you
create fundraising pages that are easy to share through
social media and email so your network of family,
friends, colleagues and neighbours can contribute.
Stephanie Adonaitis
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Virtual Pet Show Names Its Winners
Sue Campbell
Rotary Darlington

A failed service dog and a rat named Toast were the winners in a virtual pet
show run by Rotary Darlington.

P

eople were asked to enter pictures of their
pets and make a donation to Rotary
Darlington’s charity account, with the
money going towards helping hard hit
charities across the borough.

The entries were judged by award winning animal
photographer, Tracy Kidd of Darlington, who said it had
been a tough job. She said: ‘It was a hard one to judge
and took a long time to choose the winner and runner
up.’
Fynley poses for the camera

Adrienne wins a 18 x 12 inch fine art print of Fynley,
plus a £100 voucher towards a shoot or lesson with
Tracy. Caz wins a 12 x 8 inch print and a £50 voucher.
All are courtesy of Tracy Kidd.

Competition organiser, Sue Campbell, said: ‘We
received some wonderful pictures of dogs, cats, rabbit
– even chickens - from all over the country and
beyond, and raised hundreds for our charity funds.
‘Having a judge as renowned and generous as Tracy
was a real bonus.’
All the pictures will appear on Darlington Rotary’s
website www.darlingtonrotary.org
Toast, a pet rat

The winner was a picture of Fynley, (above), a Red Fox
Labrador owned by Adrienne Wright of South View,
Bowes, near Barnard Castle.
Tracy said the beach setting was lovely. ‘He’s standing
well and Adrienne has obviously thought hard and
achieved a wonderful shot of him.’ Adrienne said
Fynley was a three year old family pet for herself,
husband Richard ad three grown up sons.

2020

2020

‘He came to us as a failed autistic companion dog who
didn’t make the grade. But he’s a wonderful pet and I
am thrilled to have won and contributed to a wonderful
cause.’
Runner up was Toast, who brought an international
flavour to the contest as she’s the pet rat of Caz Little
who lives in Ottawa, Canada.
Tracy said: ‘The photo makes you want to know more
about this cheeky character. It certainly has the cute
factor.’
www.rotary1030.org

GET IN TOUCH
This Bulletin is devoted to giving you the
opportunity to have your say. Whether you want to
advertise an event, praise or complain, suggest or
advise, add information or correct it, or just get
something off your chest, we’d love to hear from
you. Contact the Editor at brianshaw6@sky.com.

Also, if you, your friends or family want to know
more about Rotary, and how you can become
involved in all aspects of Rotary, contact our
Public Relations Officer, John McLoughlin at his
email address, at johnmc58@ntlworld.com
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Rotary Global Grant Scholar
Durham University
Freddie Campbell
My name is Freddie Campbell and I am a 2018/2019 Rotary Global Grant Scholar. A year
has passed since my incredible journey at Durham University and I am pleased to provide
you all with an update.
Firstly, I would like to express my sincere gratitude to my hosts at the Rotary Club of Derwentside. From the moment
I arrived in Durham I was warmly welcomed by Jacqui and Sue and I could not be more thankful for their guidance
and support and for consistently including me in Rotary events. I would also like to thank all of the kind and genuine
Rotarians I was lucky enough to engage with along my path.
Upon my return to my hometown Kimberley in
British Columbia, Canada, I was able to
spend a lot of time in the mountains hiking,
exploring and gathering with family and
friends. I was also able to take a few courses
and do some teaching online while I was job
hunting.
In March I made the decision to move Ottawa,
Ontario to expand my career options and
explore a different part of the country. I got a
position working for a non-profit organisation
called Indigenous Clean Energy. Indigenous
Clean Energy advances Indigenous inclusion
in Canada’s energy futures economy through
Indigenous leadership, and broad-based
collaboration with energy companies, utilities,
governments, development firms, cleantech
innovators, academic sectors, and capital
markets.
I have been working as a Programme Coordinator to expand the organisations global hub. I have also taken on a
supporting role with our 20/20 Catalysts Programme which is an interactive three-month programme that connects
First Nations, Inuit and Métis Catalysts to a network of Indigenous and non-Indigenous Clean Energy Project
Mentors and Coaching Specialists involved in clean energy project development – including: energy efficiency, solar,
wind, hydro, biomass, and geothermal, both on and off-grid.
One of many castles in Ottowa

2020

2020
Work and life look a lot different due to Covid-19 but I am
incredibly grateful for the position I have and for the
beautiful city I live in. I have reached out to a few Rotary
Clubs in my area and I am hoping to get involved as soon
as permissible. Sending best wishes to you all and safety
during these times.

www.rotary1030.org

page fifteen

Have you got a story for us? Email: brianshaw6@sky.com

Norfolk Rotarian Martin Anscombe is giving a new lease of life to the Rotary
A typical
rose Sunrise, and is calling
onzoom
clubs to support the venture.

L

meeting

ittle did I know some years ago
when I discovered a Rotary rose
called
‘Sunrise’
in
Butchart
Gardens on Victoria Island near
Vancouver, Canada, that my
curiosity about and research would inspire
me to enter our retiring President’s ‘new
ideas’ competition for a project to repromote Rotary post-pandemic.
The Rotary rose was bred by a Gareth Fryer and
launched in 2004 to commemorate the centenary of
Rotary International. It also honoured his father Frank
Fryer’s Paul Harris Fellowship Award to mark his 50
years’ Rotary membership with the Knutsford Rotary in
Cheshire.
Rotary Rose ‘Sunrise’ is registered with the British Rose
Breeders’ Association as ‘Fryglitzy’. It is a bushy hybrid
tea with shiny dark green leaves and pink tinged golden
yellow blooms. Having enquired of Rotarians if they had
any knowledge of this rose, it drew not a single
response.
However, my other enquiries led to direct contact with
Gareth Fryer who was very supportive of a revitalisation
project. He told me that the only authorised wholesaler/
grower was actually not far from me in Norfolk who may
be ceasing to propagate further stock this season.
I won the competition by suggesting that we re-promote
‘Sunrise’ to mark the new dawn and ‘new normal’ as
Rotary, Great Britain & Ireland and the world recovers
from the COVID-19 pandemic.
www.rotary1030.org

Having established ‘Sunrise’ was still in existence, but
likely to be withdrawn soon, I formed a small
committee. We contacted Peter Beales Roses, a
prestigious rose retailer just a few miles from Watton,
to ask if they would act as our retail agent and agree to
a £1 per sale donation for The Rotary Foundation.
This had been the agreement between Fryers Garden
Centre, Knutsford, and Knutsford Rotary Club sixteen
years ago. Beales kindly agreed and they have
immediately set about acquiring the remaining stock of
sale-ready ‘Sunrises’ from the wholesaler. They had
just thirteenspecimens which were quickly snapped up
by our club members.
Beales have placed an order for 100 ’Sunrises’ for
propagation and delivery in the spring of 2021. At this
stage, we had taken orders for another 27 ‘Sunrises’
from our club members and from three other clubs in
our District.
We have decided run a trial sales campaign initially
within our District, before rolling it out to Rotarians in all
Great Britain & Ireland Districts.
Obviously, with limits on propagation rates and weather
dependent delivery windows it will be some time before
we can make the rose readily available to all and
sundry – but then it’s going to be a long time before the
COVID-19 pandemic can be truly said to be over.

To express an interest or make a reservation, please
email: rotaryrosesunrise@aol.com for an application
form. Clubs operating Zoom meetings are welcome to
ask me to join one to explain the revitalisation
Rotary’s
Lisa hands out raffle
prizes
very own Rose called ‘Sunrise’.
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DISCOVER ROTARY
We are neighbours, community leaders, and global
citizens uniting for the common good. With you, we can
accomplish even more

EXPLORE ROTARY CLUBS
The heart of Rotary is our clubs – dedicated people who share a
passion for both community service and friendship

DEVELOP LEADERSHIP SKILLS
Whether you’re a student or starting a career, there are
many ways in which Rotary can help you become a better leader

SHARE DIVERSE PERSPECTIVES
Rotary brings together great minds from nearly everywhere
In the world

ADVANCE YOUR EDUCATION
From college scholarships to our renowned
Peace Fellowships, Rotary supports the educational
aspirations of thousands of future leaders

DISCOVER NEW CULTURES
Explore the world through our global network

EXPLORE OUR CAUSES
We’re committed to taking on some of the world’s
most pressing challenges

JOIN A PROJECT
Change your community by volunteering on a local project

2020 Interested? Visit
2020www.discover-rotary.org
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