than 100 trade stands; ran seminars and had
over 5000 business people signed up.

I can start by my report on the General
Council meeting over the weekend of 13/14
May. There was a mini review about the £60
sub for 2017/18 but the majority of members
seem to accept the need to increase to this
level, and to ensure we have a plan for the
subsequent 2 years.
There was a long debate on whether we need
to be more vigilant, and to rewrite our
guidelines to protect members from unfair
bullying or harassment. I have not had much
evidence of this in my year at DG in d1100.
But, I expect the current guidelines on Dispute
Management will be re-written soon. There
was no further debate on the continuing of
the RIBI Conference in its current format after
2018 in Torquay. The final figure for the cost
of Manchester 1017 is not yet known.
I can feedback a little now, on an initiative
that I led in Gloucestershire. There was a 2
day business show at the Cheltenham
racecourse. It was the Gloucestershire
Business Show in its 3rd year. It attracted more
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Rotary linked up with the Chamber of
Commerce to promote our membership and
to offer opportunity for working business
people the chance to review our work –
especially alongside Corporate Social
Responsibility.
We ran a competition to gain contact points
for follow up. I am in the process of going
through all these and will feedback more fully
later.
But, it was worthwhile and is just another
example of the things we must do to reengage with the Business Groups within our
Community. We have lost our way here and
must use this type of activity to regrow our
membership.
I must give thanks to the 12 Rotarians who
joined with us to man the stand. Ii is worth
noting that there is another such event in
North East Bristol in October. I would think
there are similar, smaller events in Worcester
and Hereford.
It begs this question to me. We have some
members, who are members of the Chamber
of Commerce in their local areas. But would
clubs benefit in joining to network? In
Cheltenham the charity rate is £40 per year.
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